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CHUONG MOT
nhiing niém vui mudn khac






’TW tuyét, bao gio ciing vdy cti sau vai nam day hoc
vira ltic bt ddu cdm thdy ddu dc minh ngu ddn di la

minh lai 6 dip di xa mét chuyén!

Chuong néi vdi Huynh khi hai nquoi viia én t6i dinh ngon
Tri-States Rock. Mdt tri dding ngo, nang hanh vang trong
sudt. Gio ding.

Huynh tiép 16i ban:

- Nhu vay la chuyén cau sang My lan thit hai nay vira dling
sau nam nam cach biét day!

-Dung! — Chuong dép.

-1964! — Huynh dap va nhac lai mdy cau tho chang lam
vao mdt dip hanh quan khac cing Chuong:

Li ching toi

Yéu nhau tinh yéu trai gdi
Lau chung khdn

Ddnh rdng chung ban chdi.

- Ha ha! - Tiéng Chuong cuoi — Cau c6 biét khong, ngay do,
vé doc lai bai tha cho dam em gai toi nghe, chling cugi thét lén
va la: “Mat vé sinh!”
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Huynh chi xudng viing thugng luu dong song:

- Cau hdy chd y: tlr ngang sudn ndi bén kia song, ta ¢ thé
mac mot day td than dé luyén quan. Ho sé budng tay khoi
rong roc dé ri xudng ding khoang mat song |dp lanh do.

-Dung! - Chuong dap — Va ngay khoang thanh nui gan day
chiing ta ¢ thé t6 chiic dia hinh hudn luyén leo ndi, trugt ndi.

-(J 0.... Va cudi khu ring kia, dung Ia viing sinh lay d€ huan
luyén quan ta sau tuan cudi cung!

Doi ban duong ham hé on lai thud nao ho thu huan sinh lay
& Duc My, Nha Trang. Ca hai cting nheo mat. (6 thé ho duong
on lai canh leo heo: “bon chan” bam ldy day, dau doc nguac,
trong xa nhu dan heo bi tréi khiéng vé 1o thit. Va hai tuan sinh
|ay cudi cting, hai tuan khdng tam rifa, dém phai cdi do. .. cho
am vi 30 UGt siing nuc mudi, deo vao nquoi chi té lanh.

Chuong lén tiéng:

- Toi con nhd tuan dau tién ra truong, chiing ta hanh quén
& Duic Lap — Ban Mé Thugt. Nha nhem ti, toi vira xuong sudi
|3y nudc thi bén kia b cd tiéng tro tre giong Nghé An: “Ua,
sa0 mi sang bén nd, gap dich toi mang d6 mi!” Roi chi mét tich
tac, ca hai cing nhan ra la tir thu ca nhau, n phan tng ndm
lan xudng nap sau gdc cdy va rit sting luc ban ciing le bang
minh, ca hai cling thodt, rit sau vé hai bén b sudi. Gia ky
niém chién trudng cd thuan nhu vay thi vuil

Huynh g6p ky niém véi ban:

- Vira ra khéi truong, dugc biét phai vé Ving Bon Chién
thuat du tran Cao Lanh, t6i ding sau than cay, ding hién
ngang theo dlng tac phong Biét dong quan thi nqudi xa
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thd trung lién nam nép sat dudi chan, ciing nap sau goc cay,
khong may bi dan dich tring dau, 6c phot ra tung tée — giong
hét nhiing hat bap trang nhuém phdt pham hdng. Vi do a lan
dau tién ching kién canh chét & chién trudng chang nén toi
nhd hoai nhd mai t6i gio! Cang vé sau long minh cang chai da
di! Lan cudi cing, trudc khi gidi ngd, t6i thu don chién truong:
Hai nquti dan ba c6 mang bi ban i thai nhi lan véi com va
than I(fa tung tde, xung quanh con rai rac gan mot tram xac
linh qudc gia nha. Vay ma t6i van khong cam thay ghé ron
bang ky niém nhé lai mau éc trang phot ra nhu nhiing hot bap
nhudém hong lan dau!

Chuong chot diing thang nqudi vuon vai nhu @€ xua dudi
nhiing ky niém den t6i cta chét chdc va noi:

- Cai kho ctia nguidi linh bt nao ma té xiét cho duoc! Dao d6
doc bao Sai Gon minh ludn ludn muon chi cha nhiing thang
cam bt nao ho hao danh cho khde. (i kéo nhiing thang do
cho di hanh quan mét chuyén! Nhé lan tiéu doi Biét kich cta
t0i hanh quén trong riing tinh Quang Tri. Lan d6 mgt nguoi
trong bon t6i bat song dugc mot dan quan ma chang hiéu vé
sau thé nao bi doi phuong lat nguoc thé cd, dung radio cta
minh dénh |ira dé tom gan tron 0. Toi la ké thoat duy nhat suyt
chét dai trong riing, lan mo ra dugc ba bién, roi vé cta Thuan
An bang thuyén nho.

Thap thoang bong Linh duong theo duong Ién ddc, tay
cam hai hgp Coca-Cola.

Ky niém chién tranh cGa hai ngudi la mot ving mé hoac.
ba khong nhac dén thi thoi, dong nhac téi la cang mudn dt
ra, ky niém chién trudng cang un Un kéo tdi den kit va hung
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bao nhu may bao. Ho cling la si quan trlr bi nam 1962, roi
ra thu huan thém sau tuan Biét dong quan tai Duc My, Nha
Trang. Sau nifa nam hanh quén ciing don vi, Chuong chuyén
sang Biét kich, mot lan theo doi linh Du ra Bac vao thang
7-1963. (@ hai cung dugc gidi ngii vao ndm 1966 va cling
di My vao nam 1967. Chuong dugc hoc béng cla AID, theo
hoc tai Dai hoc dudng Ohio; Huynh, con nha giau, du hoc tién
nha, theo hoc tai Dai hoc dudng Maryland. Hoc xong Cao hoc,
Huynh “hd héa” (16i Chuong thudng néi dua) tu nhién di mé
gdi, két duyén véi Linh ciing la con nha giau méi & Viét Nam
sang, roi tam 6 lai My. Mai t6i 1969 — sau bién c6 Mau Than
mot nam — Chuang méi xong Tién si nganh St hoc, vé nudc
chua chiu ldy vg, song nlfa ém dém riéng tu phdng ting ké sat
véi gia dinh nquai anh, lam chi ba dia chdu, hai trai mot gai.
V0 tinh, Chuong tudt thodt vong chién tranh, trong khi chién
truong cang vé sau cang ac liét gap boi. May man day nhung
Chuong ludn luon 6 cdm tudng ray rdt minh la ké tron tranh
trach nhiém nhu ké dao ngd. Chang ném hét minh vao cong
viéc méi, ma khong lam chénh can can la bao — bén kia can
can la nhiing sinh mang bi don nga trong cudc chién!

Gid nhu Linh chua vé hai nguti con 6n lai ky niém chién tranh.

Vé nudc qua di bon nam, Chuang dugc trudng i tiép xic
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mai sang phu trach mét giang khéa ba thang vé Lich st Viét
Nam qua nhiing cudc khang chién chdng ngoai xdm. Hoan tat
xong giang khéa, Chuong dén vdi tiéu gia dinh Huynh nghi
xa hoi mdy ngay 6 tiéu bang Pennsylvania nay, roi hom nay
chang lai theo vg chdng ban t6i Port Jervis lay vé xe I(a di
Harpers Ferry (West Virginia) tham gia dinh mét cu gia My d6
dau cho Linh va dn 1€ Thanksgiving & ddy. Can bénh mé ly nhat
ctia Chuang la di lang thang. Trudc day chang khodi cudc doi
quan ddi cing chi vi dugc phuc vu mot don vi chuyén dich hoai
hoai trong thién nhién.

Huynh von chang la gi tinh ban nén da c6 lan néi dua: “Nay
Chuong, cau yéu thién nhién dé bang nang Artemis trong
than thoai Hy Lap yéu chang Endymion.”

- Chuyén nang Artemis va chang Endymion ra sao? — Chuong
héi.

- Nang Artemis ttic Diana la Nir than Mdt Trang, em sinh
doi véi than Mat Troi Apollo. Nang trong trang va la nit than
ho ménh cta cac trinh ni. Mot 1an sau cudc san vat va, nang
khoa than xuong tam dudi mot dong sudi. C6 chang hoang tir
di san tén Acteon to mo. .. dom!

Chuang phd lén cudi:

- Thay me!

Huynh tiép:

- Ding tudng bd! Chang bi Artemis hoa thanh huou, roi
bi chinh dan chd san cia minh phanh thay. Tuy nhién nang
chi nghiém khac véi pham nhan thoi, mot lan bat chot gap
chang Endymion, mot thd Phan An, Tong Ngoc Hy Lap ngu &
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trudng, nang say mé chang dén noi hién xudng tu y lam tinh
vdi chang trong ltic chang ngu, cd véi chang ndm chuc con gai
ma van con hang dém di lai véi chang. Endymion von la con
than Zeus va ba Calyce, dugc cha ung ban phép cho tré mai,
ngli mdi va bat t.

- Nhu vay coi moi chang sung suéng han bat ky vi than nao
trén ndi Olympus.

- Di nhién, trong nhiing cudc &i an tuyét vgi véi nang
Diana trong mong. .. (giong Huynh nhan manh) nhu cau
yéu thién nhién!

Ngay d6 Chuong da cuai that tinh, vi qua that chang thong
khodi cudc song lang thang gita thién nhién y nhu cudc lam
tinh ma chang Endymion t6t phudic dugc thu huéng trong giac
mong vang bat tuyét véi nit than Hang Nga Diana.

Tu nhién Chuong nhé dén cha minh xua. Khong rd 6 phai
chang gidn tiép chiu anh hudng tinh cdm cla cha? Cu chi bay
td long ham sdng gitia thién nhién ma chang hé mot lan ngo
|6i ca nggi thién nhién. Tuy nhién véi dam nguoi chi biét song
quanh quan va chui rdc & thanh phé cu c6 mét thanh ngi,
hinh nhu dugm mau khinh bi thi phai, goi ho la: “Ld udng
nuéc may!”

Lan nay trén dinh ngon Tri-States Rock, chang k€ véi vo
chong Huynh:

- Tru6c 1945 t6i da song nhiéu ndm lién vdi thay toi, nguoi
day hoc tai mot huyén heo hit thudc Tuyén Quang. Huyén
ly nay ¢ tén that dep: Ham Yén (ngdm khai!) Don binh thi
lai mang cdi tén khing khiép: Bac Muc. Thoi thuc dén Phap,
nhing dia danh Bac Quang, Bac Muc qua thuc goi hinh anh
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ma ché quy hon clia chdn rling thiéng nudc doc. Anh chi biét
khong, dan song & dong bang nghe néi dén ha, dén gau thi sg,
toi va dam nhéc dong nién & Ham Yén vdc gay tre vao riing doi
khi dudi ho nhu dudi ché. €6 lan toi theo bac linh 1€ vao ring
gdp mot 6 hai chii gdu méi dé, vira dinh dn cdp mot ch thi
gau me Vvé. Troi, me gau ghen con, nd ham, n6 he, nhat dinh
t( chién vdi bac linh 1é lam t6i phai chay vé cau ctiu thém may
bac linh nifa, gau me mdi chiu 6m con rit lui. l(y Nguoi va vat
chi dung cham nhé dai loai nhu vay, it khi c6 vu do mau.

Huynh héi:
- Con vé san ban, nhiing nqudi & chon do san ban gi?

- Toi con nhd thay t6i va cac ban khodi nhat va hanh dién
nhat vé thanh tich san hoang tri — tiéng Phép faisan doré.

- (on ¢ loai bach tri sao?

- (0 ch, tiéng Phép faisan argenté. Nhung da di san thi
phai san hoang tri, con san bach tri, cac tay sanh diéu cho la
tro tré , con nit nhu toi thai d6 san cling dugc.

- Khéc nhau ch6 nao?

Chuang vung tay, vo tinh téc xda theo gi6 cung hudng véi
mot vung may khéi duang troi trén cao:

- Khéc nhau cho nao u? Toi con nhd thay toi ndi thit bach
tri thd cting, mudn bd lo phai boc mot lan m@; con hoang tri
thi khéi phai néi, thit quay thom don dén xuong. Riéng t6i van
nghi s6 di cac cu khodi tri vang chi vi san tri vang cdng phu
qud. Tri vang khong dau ténh hénh trén cay dé ai mudn ban
thi ban nhu bach tri. Hoang tri 6 trong bui, minh phai theo
doi dé biét trudc la tri thudng di ung nudc budi trua khoang
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sudi nao, dé roi trg vé khoang bui nao. Sang sém mang ché
di, chd va ngudi cing khon khéo rat diing diéu khi tdi viing c6
tri vang cu ngu. Ngudi dan mat vao cho. Ché duang di ti ton,
bong nam bep xuong: d6 la chd bao hiéu cho nqudi biét ¢6
tri trong bui. Ch 6t di cuc ky than trong, chot dudi vénh lén
ngoe nquay, dd la chd bao hiéu da téi muc tuthé chuan bi ban,
roi bat chot ra énh: “Hop!” Ché nhady viit [én nhu bi 10 xo day,
tri vang vu bay. Ngudi binh tinh dgi chim bay |én vira du chiéu
cao méi ldy co. Chim triing dan bay lao dao, nhiéu khi lang di
mot quang khé xa nifa. Tdi do lai la cdng con ché tinh khon,
n6 theo ddi, qua sudi, qua bui gai va ngoam c6 tri mang vé,
ngoam rat khéo dé khoi lam hdng long tri.

Huynh tim tim nhin Chuong, vira thudng thic cau chuyén,
vira thudng thic chinh giong ké chuyén say mé ctia ban.
Nhung Chuang khong hé ch y tdi, chang tiép:

- Ban tri cong phu va khé nhu vy nén ban trugt mot lan
la xdu h6 hang thang! Thay toi ké, cd lan mot ong thanh tra
ngudi Phdp tdi, dugc nha nhan mai di san vi dng la dan mo
diéu. Tuy nhién thdy toi khong tin can 6 tay siing ong ta chdt
nao. Khi thay toi ra Iénh “Hop” cho chd nhdy vao bui xua trilén,
6ng thanh tra Phap kém binh tinh khdng doi chim bdc lén d
chiéu cao da lay co, thay t6i voi hd “Baissez la téte!” (Cli dau
xuong!) roi ban tiép mgt phat. T€ nhi Iam, thay t6i néi khéo:
“Ong bén da tring, xin phép dng tdi boi thém cho chac!” Toi
nhd khi nao nha dn thit tri vang, y nhu trén 10 sui c6 qua du
d0 chin cam ph 16ng tri, tréng xa nhu hét con tri nam phuc
dudi bui, ri lic vao bita an, thay t6i lai bop mot cai ken cling
do tu tay thay toi lam, kén kéu “quéc, quéc” hét nhu tiéng tri.
Con loai ga gd thi thiéu gi, mudn an la cd lién.



Dl Chin Cat od 11

Chuong bong ngimg lai, chang phai téi day la hét
chuyén san ban, ma chinh vi ti ddy méi la y chinh can dot
dudc [én nhin:

- Toi thu hudng long yén thién nhién cta thay toi & day.
Thay toi yéu thién nhién con ¢d phan cudng tin hon toi nhiéu.
Nhu da néi, thay toi goi mdt cach khinh bi dam nqudi chi biét
ru rd 6 thanh thi la “1a udng nudc may”! Bat ky mot hanh vi
bat nhan bat nghia nao xay ra tai Ha Noi dang ti trén cac nhat
bao Ha Noi dao d6 déu duogc thay toi phé binh mot cau ngan
gon: “Lii uong nuéc may ma!”

3

Gi6 cang gid lanh v6i bong chiéu ta. (3 ba tr6 lai thi xa
Port Jervis an chiéu ngay tai nha ga, réi Ién toa Pullman véi ba
phong nha riéng, nhung chi c6 Linh st dung tron ven phong
clia nang dé nam nghi, con Chuong va Huynh thudng & cling
mot phong nao d6 cta nhau dé tan gau sudt doc hanh trinh
Port Jervis — New York — Washington D.C. va Harpers Ferry.

Dém do tuyét roi trai mlia, cao gan nia thudc, dai phat
thanh da bao trudc ma van nhu thé tuyét roi bat thinh linh,
¢6 hang van nqudi I4i xe tai khap cac ngé xa 16 16n nhd bi ket,
danh phai ngdi trong xe chd sang. Ay la khong ké hang trim
tai nan xe hai trugt banh khac.

Cu gia nguoi My, vi d6 dau Linh, da trén bdy muoi tudi, nha
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G trén dinh doi cao, nhin ra bon phuong thay ba tiéu bang:
Virginia, West Virginia va Maryland. Cu & c6 mot minh, cu ba
mat da dugc hai ndm nay. Cu tha thiét mong vg chong Huynh
va Chuang tdi la vi vay.

Gilfa tiéc, cu vira tiép thém thit ga tay vao dia clia Chuang
vlia héi chang:

- T6i day va nghe tén lang Harpers Ferry khong biét anh c6
biét va chuyén John Brown khong nhi?

- Da thua cu chau cd mang mang biét. — Chuong dap. Lich
st nudc chau ¢ nhiéu vi anh hiing do vai nhu vay lam, thay
su bat binh la khdi nghia. Tuy nhién thua cu, chdu ciing khong
con nhé nhiéu chi tiét vé vu khéi nghia bénh dén nd 1é da den
nay cla John Brown. Cach day hon mét trdm ndm roi con gi!

- Phdi, vao nam 1859 ddy, toi nhd chd! Ong dénh phd,
Cudp sting dan dugc may don thi cudc hanh quan giai phong
cdc ndng trai clia 6ng bi quan ddi lién bang dep tan. Sau khi
0ng bi treo ¢, nguoi da den ton sing 6ng nhu than thanh. (6
ngudi ndi ong hién linh. Ciing khdng lau sau d6, cudc ndi chién
Hoa Ky buing no.

Cau chuyén ctirnhu vay diu diu kéo dai cho dén khi diing do
trang miéng. Tinh khong ¢ mét 1oi nao vé thai su Viét Nam.
Thuc khac han véi ndm, sau nam trudc day, hoi Chuang con la
sinh vién duong theo hoc, thai su Viét Nam la cau chuyén cta
miéng giifa thay tro cling nhu gitta dan chting bén ngoai — loi
ndi thudng ham ngu odn tréch “vi Viét Nam ma Hoa Ky sa lay".
Da ¢ trudng hgp mét ni sinh vién Viét Nam 6 mot truong dai
hoc thudc ti€u bang Louisiana cai nhau véi thay, vi dng thay
€0 thai do bat cong véi mién Nam Viét Nam vé cudc chién va
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¢d xin doi trutng sang tiéu bang Florida ké can. Nhung ké tir
ngay vu My Lai dugc t6 cao bang tranh anh mau trén bao chi
M, roi ké tiép hodc cong khai, hodc ip md, bao chi M dé cap
dén nhiéu vu khac dudi nhiéu hinh thic khac, ngudi dan My
méi chot hiéu la bén viéc My t6i giip nguoi Viét mién Nam
ngan chan lan song d6, quan ddi My va chinh tri My cling da
mot mat khac mang lai nhiéu hoa In nhd chong chat lén dau
ngudi dan Viét va phan nao lam nqudi Viét mién Nam sa lay
c(t khong han chi ngudi Viét mién Nam chiu tréch nhiém lam
cho My sa lay.

Hom sau, Chuong tur gia cii va cdp vg chong Huynh-Linh,
ngugc dudng trd lai Virginia, cd y chon chuyén buyt sé téi
Chesterfield khoang gan muoi hai gid khuya.

b

Ngugc duong trd lai Virginia, Chuong co y chon chuyén
buyt sé t6i Chesterfield khodng mudi hai gid khuya. Nguyén
do khoang sau nam vé trudc, Chuang 6 dén an Christmas vao
dém 24 véi gia dinh mot ngudi ban hoc ngudi My da c6 vg con
& gan Mount Vernon thudc tiéu bang Virginia. Sang ngay 25,
Chuong theo vg chdng, con cdi ban tdi tham me ban 6 quan
Stafford. Ngay do cu ba da khoang sau chuc tudi, géa chdng tir
MUuGi nam trudc — hoi cu con lam diéu dudng vién tai mot nha
thuong trong quan. Cu song cd doc tai mot can nha xinh xan
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ngay bén ba dong sudi dep Stafford Brook. Khi Chuong cling
tiéu gia dinh ban t6i thi trong nha cu con mot ngudi ban hang
x0m, dy [a mot cu ong trén sau muoi tudi, ciing séng cd doc va
khdng cd con chdu gi .

Dip € Giang Sinh ctia nqudi Au My van la dip cGa gia dinh
doan tu, nao khac gi dém Ba muoi Tét clia Viét Nam. Biia tiéc
doan vién cudi nam am cting lam sao, trong khi bén ngoai
tuyét phd trang xda, ca vom trgi nhu mgt hang dong véi thi
anh sang giao thoa huyén o la lung. Ltc dung ca-phé la lic
trao qua. Ban Chuong duoc cu cho chiéc s6-mi bang thi to
trang non. Anh chay lai hon me va ndi vdi ca nha: “Toi Ion ngan
nay ma con dugc me san s6¢ mua 4o 6t minh cho!” Cu cdm
dong rung rung nudc mat. Vui cau chuyén, cu gidi thiéu thém
ong cu ban hang xdm xua la nhac si danh trong trong doan
quan nhac. (3 nha bong dé nghi cu danh trdng. Di nhién nha
khong thé san thit nhac cu d6, cu bén kiém duogc hai thanh
que dai lam dui trong va diing mét chiéc ném ghé gia lam mat
trong, roi cu lam diéu danh trong theo nhiing c dong that
nhip nhang va that nghiém chinh, y nhu cu dueng hoa tau
trong ban quan nhac that. Ma qua vay, rd rang cu danh “trong
dém” say mé theo mt ban quén nhac con song dong trong tri
nhé cu. Bong mot chiéc dui bi gay, mgt niia vang manh vao
g6cnha. Cukhdng chiu ngling vi ban nhac trong tri cu chua téi
doan két. Vi mot tinh than trach nhiém tu gidc dac biét My, cu
danh thém mot so nhip, ¢ chi cta cu diu dan. .. diu dan...
theo diing ki€u Rallentando diminuendo doan cudi mot ban
nhac. Roi ngling dting véi ban nhac trong tri vira cham diit. Lé
¢0 nhién ai ndy vo tay nong nhiét. Chac chan chua bao gig, tai
X( hai tram triéu dan, kj nghé hoa hang dau thé gici, ma lai ¢
dugc cudc hoa nhac siéu am thanh kinh dén nhu vay.
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Dén khi 1 con chau ding day tu biét ra vé, canh do that
nao long, Chuang khé quén dugc. Ngudi me gia cd doc om
|dy tling ngudi con, dau, chau hén ma nuéc mat lung trong.
Vivay, Chuong giit viing thu tir tham cu tir day — hoi con 6 My
cling nhu khi da vé Viét Nam. Mot lan cu viét thu ngo y thich
nghe dan ca Viét Nam, Chuang da dich than thu ngay mét
bang nhiing bai dan ca dién hinh cia ba mién Trung, Nam,
Bac véi ban dich Anh vén 16i ca dugc danh mady dinh kém va
gUi sang biéu cu ngay bang dudng hang khong.

“Anh chu ddo qud lam toi phat khoc!” (Your thoughtfulness
makes me cry!) D6 la dong chif duy nhat trong bic thu cdm on
clia cu khi cu nhan dugc bang nhac.

Bat ky cai dep chan thuc nao — Chuong van nghi véy — déu
¢ khd nang dem lai cho nguai ta niém vui mudn khoc. Vi yéu
thién nhién, vi thich di nhiéu nén duong nhu Chuong duoc
phi bdm vé truc gidc kién tao nhiing “niém vui mudn khoc”
khdng riéng gi cho nguai ma cho chinh chang nita. Chang da
di nhiéu, chac chan chang con tiép tuc di nhiéu nifa, nhung
ddu chén cta chang chi la ddu-chdn-cdt-xéa chang dé lai gi,
nhung dau c6 vi vay ma chang c6 gang gay thém rung dong
clia nhitng niém vui mudn khoc — chang ludn ludn tu nha vay.
Phuang cham d6 nay da thanh nép song, nép phan ting vo
thic cla chang.

Your thoughtfulness makes me cry! Tat nhién khi tr6 lai My
lan thi hai nay, Chuang cé viét thu bao cho cu hay va hia sé
tdi tham cu, nhung khong néi ngay nao sé tdi. Chuong con
nhd vao hom thi Hai, thi Ba hang tuan, cu lam viéc tai nha
thuong tir tdm gio toi dén mudi hai gio khuya. Xe buyt
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Greyhound tdi Stafford khodng mudi mot gio ruGi. Chuang
thué xe taxi dén ngay trudc cfa nha thuong, chang chi phai
doi chling ndm phut dudi com mua tuyét, da thay cu tir bén
trong di ra. Chuong da khéo st dung su dung gid clia My cho
mot cfu canh tinh cdm Viét Nam. Khéi phai néi su bat ngo do
lam cu ming mimng tdi tdi y hét cu gap thang con rudt cta cu
vira du cudc chién & Viét Nam vé. Cu om Idy Chuong viia cuoi
vifa khoc dudi tuyét, “You make me cry! You make me cry!”

Vé nha cu cho chay ngay bang dan ca Viét Nam ma
Chuong gt biéu ngay nao. Bén ngoai ndi gio, va thap
thodng dudi anh den nhitng canh tuyét roi cang tdi tap.
Cu dun ca-phé, mui thom am ép, cu hap tap loay hoay mé
hop banh loai selected biscuit assortment roi vifa cing an
banh udng ca-phé viia han huyén, nghe nhac dan ca Viét
Nam, nhiing bai “Den CU", “Ly Con Sao”, Ly Chim Khuyén”, “Se
Chi Ludn Kim”... Mai dén bon gio sang Chuong mdi dugc
ngu, culam givong cho Chuong 6 chiéc di-vang ngay phong
khdch. Bén ngoai tuyét da thap thoang cao gén tdi clia so.
Tiéu gia dinh con trai cu - ban hoc cta Chuong — da chuyén
di Miami, thanh pho cuc Nam Florida, lam an tir hon mét
nam nay.

Hom sau, dn com trua véi cu xong, Chuong Ién dudng
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di ngay Goldshoro thudc North Carolina, tiéu bang ké can
(chuong trinh ngao du chang da hoach dinh san trén gidy va
thudc lau trong bung.) A, a, nai day chang sé gap mét thang
ban than thiét tén Joe, cing do véi chang mt khoa. Ci thang
cha bé boi nay! Nguyén han c6 vg va hai con roi ma con mé
mot ¢0 hoc tro cla chinh han (han vira hoc Ph.D, vira day) roi
ly di vo. Ding cdi ngay han mii do vinh quy, ngudi vg - ciing la
ban Chuong — quyét dinh dem i con dai di Los Angeles. Chinh
Chuang phai gitp chi mot tay thu xép do dac, mang mady diia
nho di an trua tai cafeteria clia Dai hoc, roi tién ba me con
ra tan phi trudng. Thang cha that bé boi — Chuong luon ludn
nghi vé Joe nhu vay! Nhung nép song M§, tinh cam rat song
phéng, vo chdng khi da biét khong thé an & véi nhau dugc niia
thi ly di, khong ai t0 vé odn ai. Luang ngudi chong da duoc
t0a dn phan xt, thang thang khau ra mét phan chuyén vé bén
v, thé la xong! Joe la nguoi ban dong hoc cii nhat va tan tam
nhat clia Chuang.

T6i Goldshoro, dén lugt Chuong dugc hudng niém vui bat
ngd mudn khdc. Thi ra tir sau budi du 1€ t6t nghiép linh bang,
nhiing ban dong khda ctia Chuong 6 My ciing chdng anh nao
c0 dip gdp lai anh nao. Nay 6 tin Chuong t6i, Joe bén truy
lung dia chi ctia mdy ban ving quanh, hen quy tu tai nha
chang: Bill tur Florence bén South Carolina, Phil tir Knoxville
bén Tennessee va Bob tir Athens bén Goergia. (3 bon cling ra
don chang 6 bén xe buyt, Phil nam cht tay chang néi “Chao
NQudi tlr ¢6i chét trg vé” ri ca hai cuoi lon.

Nguyén do vao mét ngay cach day hai nam, Chuong con 6
nudc nha, béo chi Viét Nam va My nhat loat dang tai tin “Gido
su Tién si kiém chinh khach Nguyén Chuéng bi am sat bang



18 DOiN Qudc ¥

lyu dan trén duong tir truong vé nha.” Phil doc trén bao My
chi thay ghi Gido suTién si Chuong (bao My lam sao phan biét
dugc Chuong véi Chudng) bi am sat bang lyu dan thi tin ngay
ké xau s0 la ban minh, ben viét ngay Ia thu dai phén wu cling
gia dinh Chueng va an can hai xem Phil ¢d thé gitip d@ duoc gi
(¥ ndi vé tai chinh). Chuang da cudi bo, viia vui vifa cdm dong
va trd |6i Phil bang la thu dai gap ddi, chia vui véi Phil da. ..
bé cdi lam.

Téi nha Joe, 6i chao, tiéc rugu tay tran, ding |a tiéc rugu
tay tran! Bon ngudi ban tré 6n lai thai gian “hda nguc” may
thédng cudi cing hoc thi phan Qualifying Exam ctia khda trinh
Tién si. Khong ké thoi gian vii dau 6 thu vién, di cafeteria ciing
mang theo sach, tham chi thdi gian hoc & nha ltic vao nha cau
cing khu khu om theo sach. Chuong, “ké vé tir coi chét’, nhac
dla mét ky niém vé Phil. Ngay d6 Phil & mgt apartment ngoai
campus, ba tuan cudi trudc khi thi, Phil ciip moi hen ho, chinh
¢0 ban phai lai 6 véi Phil sudt dip cudi tuan, lam sandwich
cho chang, pha ca-phé cho chang va vao dip Phil qua mét méi
vGi sach v6 thi nang dé chang lam tinh — goi la dé... thay
doi khong khi — ham hd ddy nhung van voi va. Nhiéu khi —
Phil tht that vdi bang hitu — Phil nam thang cang Gy thac moi
ddong tac cho 6 ban dam dang cho dén khi hoan tat.

Lan nay, nhac lai ky niém dé cta Phil, Chuong thém cau:
“C4u dung la chang Endymion trong than thoai Hy Lap.”

Lé dinhién Phil héi Endymion nao. Va Chuong ké lai chuyén
Endymion véi nif than Diana. (3 bon lai dugc dip cui nac né.

- (Cha cha! — Loi Phil — Ai bao ng sach den khong vat va
ngang vdi diéu khién méy cay, méy Ui, can truc hay lam phu mo.
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Da nga nga say, Chuong nheo mét nhin Phil, nhd lai sudt
khodng thdi gian hoc gay can dé, Phil luon luon chi cd chiéc
xi-lip che than, goi la kin hon 6ng Adam mot chit, ké ca khi
Chuang tdi cung thdo luan vé mot chuong sach nao. Va tuy
khdng hoi, Chuong ciing thira biét o ban gdi kia cta Phil vao
nhiing ngay tiép tay d6 chac cling chi tu nhién hon ba Eva chdit
xiu cho tuong xing. Hé Chuong udng can ly day la Joe da téi
cham cho day ly can. Bon anh em dong hoc tiép tuc chuyén
tr0 va cling cudi gap nguoi lai mdi khi on t6i loai ky niém diém
hinh tuong tu, quén khudy con ¢ vg Joe la ba chd nha nifa.
(Joe cling da cd véi c6 vg mdi mot bé gdi va hai ngudi thoa
thuan tdp & day.)

Chuong da kha say, chang ngoi xuong chiéc ghé banh
ném nhung I6n. Gig day nheo mat lai, chang chi thay hong
cdc ban mo mo nhan anh, khi xa khi gan. Ho ¢6 phan con say
hon chang nifa. Thét nhién, Chuong nhé dén cau chuyén on
lai quang dai chién binh may hom trudc day cing Huynh trén
mom Tri-States Rock, lap lanh tit dudi xa dong song nhu si
chi bac, Neversink. Chang triu mén 6n tham trong tri thoi gian
thu huan sau tuan Biét dong quan & Duc My, Nha Trang. Chi
trong mot loang, chang nhé lai ca dong Dakbla ¢ ngoai 6 thi
xa Kontum, nhé lai nhiing cuéc hanh quan & Bic Lap, Ban Mé
Thudt, nh lai mau dc tung tée clia ngui chién hifu xau so
trong nhu nhiing hat bap trdng nhudm phét pham hong, nhé
lai thud 1a ké song sot duy nhat trong riing thudc Quang Tri,
d6i khat, nhung ciing dung dugc thuyén nhd vuot bién téi ctta
bé Thuan An. .. Chi mdt loang, Chuong nhé lai tat ca nhiing
thit d6. Chang mim cuti nghi, ké cd nguoi sap chét ciing chi ¢
thé 6n nhanh dén thé la cling. Chang thdy nhu cudc doi cuu
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chién binh xua cii véi cudc do dat va di giang day trén trudng
qudc té ngay nay la hai cudc doi clia hai ca nhan riéng biét
han. Chuong c6 rudn mat |én tim lai trong tri khodng chap
ndi cta hai manh doi khac biét do dé yén chi réing s& hitu ch
hai thé gidi bao t0 la minh. Nhung. ... chang say qua roi! Moi
y nghi nhoe géc canh, y chi tim kiém sau cting chi con la mot
nét chap chon ma trai.



CHUONG HL
cdu chuyen trong dem






’7"ﬂ’biét i ban dong khéa, Chuong dung dutng
hang khong tu Raleigh, thi pha North Carolina,
di Rockford, dd thi I6n thd nhi cta lllinois sau Chicago, tham
vi gido su bdo trg cii ma thuc chdng khac nquoi tri ky. Ong
thoat khong dé y chit gi dén dia danh Viét Nam la trung tam
hda nquc ctia cudc tranh chdp y thic hé duong lam soi noi du
ludn nudc My va toan cau. Vao moét dip Au du, qua Paris, ong
cing mdt nquoi ban gia khdc téi College de France nghe mot
vi gido su kha kinh ngui Phdp thuyét trinh vé mgt khudn mat
anh hung Viét Nam: Nguyén Trai doi L&, tién ban thé ky XV.
Hom d6 vi gido su Phap gidi thiéu ki bai hich “Binh Ngd Dai
(40" clia Nguyeén Trdi ma 6ng cho la mot trong nhiing dng van
tuyét tac clia nhan loai. Gido su thodn thoat viét nhiing dong
chir Han [én bang nhu mét cu @6 nho chinh ¢ong. Gido su 6 vi
Nguyén Trai vdi vi anh hiing xtt ong la Napoléon, nhung ong
tha thuc nghiéng cam tinh vé Nguyeén Trai hon, vi theo 6ng,
mot vi tham muu gidi lai van hay niia bao gi6 cling la mot vi
nhan ctia nhan loai.

Chinh vi vo tinh dugc thudng thic bai hich van cda vi anh
hing Viét Nam tién ban thé ky XV, vi gido su My méi dé y chit
it dén Viét Nam. Tré vé My, ngay khoa hoc muia xuan d6, ong
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nhan lam gido subdo trg cho Chuang. Sau Chuong, dng con lam
gido su bdo trg cho hai sinh vién Viét Nam khac. Chuang la hoc
tro nhung réi chdng bao lau 1a ban than vdi ca gia dinh gom
hai vg chong va ba con — mét gai, hai trai — chi vi thdi gian viét
ludn an Chuong thuong dugc ong dua vé nha vao dip cudi tuan,
thay tro tha thuyén cau trén mot cai ho rong giita khu ring ké
can, r6i vifa cau viia stia chifa nhitng trang da viét, hodc ban vé
cac chuang muc ké tiép, ndi dung phai viét, tai liéu phai tham
khdo. .. Ngay Chuong thi dau, chinh 6ng t6 chiic tiéc tra mi
mot s0 gido su cing bang hitu clia Chuong téi dy ngay tai nha.
Chuang con nhé 1am, chang cdm dong vo cling khi chang cling
bang hiiu tdi thi ¢ ti€ng mét trang phao ddt, dai y nhu phao
CUGi, sau cung ¢6 ca tiéng phao dung cham ddt. D6 la trang
phdo ctia chii bé Dave, mudi bén tudi, dot mimg. Chii nhd mua
banh phdo tan pho Tau. Ngay Chuang thanh tai vé nudc thi ¢o
gdi [6n ctia 6ng thy chang, muoi tam tudi, qua chau Au du hoc
tai Y. Rdi hai nam sau, 6ng thay chang ciing thoi khong ky hop
dong vi truong cii, ma nhan day tai Dai Hoc New York. Vi vy
ma lan nay t6i phu trach giang khda vé Lich St Doi Khang Clia
Dan Toc Viét Nam, Chuang khdng gap thay cd, va ciing diing dip
durtiéc cudi cd con gdi dau long ctia ong da du hoc Au chau vé tir
nam ngodi, duong day mon Van Minh (6 La Ma tai phan khoa
van hoc ngay tai Dai hoc dudng lllinois.

Ong thdy néi véi Chuang bang mét giong tram tinh: “That
[a hi hitu, anh dén véi gia dinh t6i vao dling liic chiing t6i sap
phan tdn mong, that méng!”

Thi ra trong tiéc cudi nay cd su hién dién cla ba di ¢6 dau
tlr Luan Don tdi, ong bdc cd dau tir Los Angeles 1én. Tiéc cudi
tan, 6 dau cha ré tat nhién di huéng tuan tring mét, roi sau
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cling vé day tai Dai hoc dudng Kentucky. Ong béc, ba di ai vé
nha ndy. Dave viia dén tudi nhap ngii. Tom, cau em, vao ndi trd
ndm cudi trung hoc. Riéng vg chdng dng thay don han di Bos-
ton, trang trai nay da dam ban xong xu6i dau day. Chuang ghi
dia chi méi, cling s6 dién thoai clia thay tai Boston. Tiéc cudi
dd chang du that vui ma ciing that budn, tudng nhu chang
tham du su phan ly cda chinh gia dinh minh.

Ngudi Viét Nam nang dc gia dinh — Chuang nghi — thi du
c6 phan ly ndm chau bon bé, cudc hop mét van gan gii véi lé
duang nhién. Nhung gia dinh cta 6ng thay chang thudc mot
nén van hoa khac, ca nhan dugc tu do han, thanh thei hon,
nén cudc ly tan dén nhu thé kia thi khd long 6 cudc tai hop
day du. Nhat la mai toc clia Ong thay da trang phau! Tdi ltic d6
Chuong méi that thdm cam thé nao la “t{ biét sinh ly”! Nita
dém hom do thay tro con néi chuyén, hém sau da chia tay roi.

- Sau day anh vé Viét Nam ngay chii?
- Thua dng, cd |é phai ba tuan nita toi mdi vé tdi Viét Nam.
- Anh con di déu nita?

- Thua, t6i sé di xudng thu phi Springfield bang xe buyt
tham co ban gai, roi tlr ddy bay xuong New Orleans thudc
Louisiana thdm gia dinh mot anh ban 6 cung phong véi toi
xua. Anh hién 6 Viét Nam, ngay tai trai M§, gan phi cdng Tén
Son Nhat, Sai Gon. Cha me chi ¢ moi minh anh nén lo cho tinh
mang anh 6 Viét Nam lam. Trong khi d6 & Sai Gon anh song
that nhan, anh phu trach bép nudc cho mot ong dai ta nao
dd. Toi co mai anh lai an com véi gia dinh t6i vai lan. Toi 6 hoi
dua anh: “Dao may cuing 6 véi tao, may toan di an 6 cafeteria,
tao 0 thdy may nau nudng gi dau, ma sao nay lai phu trach
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bép nudc?” Anh tra 10i: “Ay ong dai ta cling chi &n toan d hop,
thanh thir minh dau phai nau nudng!”

Hai thay trd cling bét cudi. Ong thay hoi:
- Ké d6 anh con di nhing dau nira?

- Toi sé |én xe buyt doc theo xa |6 qua cac tiéu bang New
Mexico, Arizona, Neveda va nhat dinh toi sé t6i Los Angeles
qua nga Thung Liing T& Than. — Giong Chuang nhan manh:
Yes, Death Valley, | said.

- Anh ¢6 vé khodi Thung Liing Tt Than?

- Thua viéc d6 ciing ¢6 ly do ctia nd. Vu he dau tién & dat
My t6i ¢ dip doc mot kiét tac clia Zane Grey, Con Liia Nh cla
Chang Tappan (Tappan’s Burro). (6 nhitng tac phdm vi nhiing
Iy do bi an nao do, doc mot Ian ma nhé tron dai! Toi nhé canh
chang Tappan di qua Thung Liing T& Than du6i dnh nang choi
[6a trén sa mac cat bong, nhiing tia nang da thuc su bién thanh
nhiig mdii kim xién thau da thit. .. Nhé ltic Tappan chiu con
bao cat giét nguoi vé dém chét ngat trén lung Ira. . . Nhd ltc
Tappan lén dugc dinh nui tuyét roi song bon mua ém a trén
do. Tinh yéu thién nhién cta Tappan da tuyét vei, tinh thuang
clia Tappan vdi con Itra nho Jenet con tuyét voi hon. Cho dén
gi¢ day duong néi chuyén vdi 6ng ma tdi con nhd lai tinh cdm
nghen ngao ngay do khi doc dén doan chét Tappan ctiu dugc
con Ilia Jenet ra khéi con bao tuyét tir dinh cao xudng tdi trién
thung liing thap cd réu, c6 cd xanh, thi lira song ma chi chét vi
kiét luc. Tiéng ltra“be be” cat [én vang dong ca mot khoang ni
rling, ma chd nd thi nam ban bat ngay bén chan né.

Hai nguoi ngling lai gidy lau, roi dudng nhu dng thay cho
rang lan chia tay nay c6 thé la chang bao gi& con gap lai nhau,
ong tu cho phép hoi mot cau té nhi:
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- Anh nghi gi vé Viét Nam dat nudc than yéu cta anh?
Toi thét tinh xin 10i, I ra toi khong dugc quyén héi cau nay
mdi phai.

- Trudc ddy, ong cho toi biét dng da doc ki cuon bién khao
mang nhan dé “Phén Ung ciia Nquai Viét Nam Trudc Nhitng
Cudc Xam Lang” trong dd vi gido su nquai Viét da dich nhiing
bai “Binh Ngo Dai Cdo” clia Nguyén Trai, “Hich Tudng Si” cla
Tran Hung Dao va ca bai kéu goi nhan dan noi ddy danh duoi
quan Thanh cta Nqguyén Hué. .. Thua ong tdi sinh trudng tai
mién Bac, qué huong toi 6 gan ba bién nai cd nghé lam mudi.
Thud d6 du con nho toi da chiing kién canh mudi vugt qua do
bdo hoa (oversaturated) khong boc hai dugc, do d6 khong két
tinh dugc tréng sén sét va U li. D6 chinh la trang thai hién thoi
clia dan toc toi. Toi mudn ndi nhitng nquai Viét thuc su truc
tiép chiu dung va ganh vac stic ndng chién tranh ctia hai chiéu
d0 lai: Chién tranh pha hoai tan tinh va tuyét ky ciia Cong San;
chién tranh bom dan tuyét kj clia M theo ky luat méy tinh
dién ti. Ching toi tat nhién phai chai li dén U i d€ tu bao ton.
Ong c6 biét gap trudng hap mudi bao hoa phai lam thé nao
cho mudi két tinh?

Chuong ngting lai than ai nhin dng thay. Mai tdc bac phoe
ctia 6ng hai bu lén dudi nam ngdn tay 6ng da vo tinh thoc sau
vao. D6i mat ong nhin lai Chuong thén i gap boi ngay nao
chiing kién Chuong bién minh thanh cong ludn an tién si trudc
Hoi dong Giam khao.

- Thua 6ng — Chuong tiép — mudn cho mudi 6 truong hap
dd két tinh, ching toi chi can ném vao mot voc mudi da két
tinh tl ngoai vao. Tran Hung Dao, Nguyén Trai va Quang Trung
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chinh la nhitng nguoi Viét tinh rong cd tac dung nhu voc mudi
dugc ném vao dé két tinh cd mot ving ruong mudi. Mudi
khac! Cat khac!

Mot gia mot tré ciing bat cudi ha ha. Ong thay gia lai héi:

- Anh con nhé ngay anh bién minh xong luan an Tién si,
mot gido su dai dién cho Ban Gidm khao da ndi la ké tir sau gid
phit d6 ching ta la ban dong hanh. Trén day anh da cho toi
biét y kién cta anh vé Viét Nam, y kién cia mot nha st hoc, di
nhién, gi¢ day, nguti ban dong hanh tré tudi cla toi, xin cho
biét y ki€n cUa anh vé nudc M§, vé day lién hé ca nudc My véi
Viét Nam hay vdi thé gidi n6i chung. Khong hiéu sao dém nay,
trong ldc tuyét roi ém & bén ngoai — (6ng chi tay ra bén ngoai
clfa kinh chua kéo man, nhitng anh tuyét trang an hién trong
vung dién sang) — ti c6 cam tuéng nhu day la gidy phut su
thuc dé choi sang.

Chuong hai nhiu 1ong may, lang thinh gidy lau r6i dap:

-Vang thua dng, ong da hoi y kién toi nhu mot nha st hoc,
t6i cling xin thuc tinh thua lai véi ng nhu thé nay. St c6 chinh
str, da s, c6 st quan chép sti, nhung ciing 6 dan chiing tu
dong thudt st vi vay su thuc lich st nhu anh sang chang cai
gi trdi gii ndi. Lich st Viét Nam ghi nhan vao nam 1942, co
quan tinh bao chién lugc 0SS My 6 Trung Hoa ép budc Thong
ché Tudng Gidi Thach thd mgt nguoi tu Viét Nam, dng Ho Chi
Minh, can bo Cng san Qudc té, ra khéi nha tu Liéu Chau. Sau
viéc lam ¢6 lién quan tdi Viét Nam d, Iam 16 vé phia cac ong
thét, nhung chang dang trach chit nao vi chang ai hoc dugc
chif ngd. T6i viéc Iam 16 thi hai ca chinh sach My qua tinh
dang thong trach, d la sudt thai gian cudc khang chién than
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thanh cla déan tdc ching toi, chinh sach My da tiép tay hdn
cho bén thuc dan Phap. Thuc dan Phap that bai, chinh sach My
tinh chuyén dung Quac té Den chdng lai Qudc té DA. Thi Quac
té Den lac hau thai ong Diém da bi ngon Ia Quang Diic lam
tiéu diém thu tron stic néng qudc gia Viét Nam thiéu rui. Chinh
sach My ben c6 y dinh dung Qudc té Vang chong lai Quoc té
D4. Chét noi dao Phat vao dén Viét Nam da duac Viét hoa dén
xuong dén tly roi con dau. Thanh thir ding chat vang chdng
lai chat dd la phai ding chat vang rong qudc gia Viét Nam,
diéu ma chinh sach My cho dén nay van lang tranh khudc tu.
Qua that dudi cai nhin soi mdi cia mét st gia, nhiing phan ti
quoc gia Viét Nam chi c6 mot 16i duy nhat — mét 10i sinh t( - la
ho khong dt manh nhu Do Thai, Tay Diic, Nhat Ban dé ép budc
chinh sach My phai theo chiéu huéng dung hoa quyén lgi.
Nhitng 16i d6 that ra lai bat nqudn tir hoan canh. Tir bao nhiéu
ndm nay roi, nhiing phan t{ do bi giay xéo, triét ha, trdc ré,
phat ngon, ngat mam bdi moi luc luong qudc té “tu do” cling
nhu (dng san. Moi sinh hoat chinh tri bay gi6 tat yéu phai ndm
trong cdng dong quoc té cla phe bén nay hay phe bén kia.
Chinh sach My da pha nhiing ngui quoc gia thuan thanh thi
nhiing ngui thuan thanh do danh chuyén sang thé du kich I3
thé clia ké yéu — con bi bat budc & thé yéu, thua ong. Tién cla
My tran ngap mién Nam nudc Viét nhiing ngay vira qua, diéu
dd lam budc tién cla lan song do diing khung lai, nhung tién
bac khong dd chut nao! Nguai dan Viét Nam ciing nhu ngudi
dan My con thiét tha hon nhiéu véi tu do, vi nhan pham.

Chuong lac dau, doi mat va vimg tran tran ngap suy tu:

- Khoa hoc ky thuat bao hoa, thua dng! Tinh tr manh nha
thoi Phuc Hung vao thé ky XV dén gid, qua di nam thé ky, Tay
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phuong don thuong doc ma xdy dung nén van minh khoa hoc
ky thuat cuc ky huy hoang ma tuyét dinh noi hién tai la phong
phi thuyén thdm hiém khong gian, trong d6 cd viéc ha xudng
nguyét cau, tr d6 gdi hinh anh minh vé dia cau, néi chuyén
V@i nguoi dia cau. Lam sao chiing t6i khong than phuc, khong
béi phuc?! Khoa hoc ki thuat Tay phuang do d6 con tién nifa,
chéi loi huy hoang, nhung khdng hiéu sao toi van thap thom e
ngai dén kinh hoang anh sang khoa hoc k§ thuat d6 lam tinh
trang bao hoa — y toi muon ndi mot thd anh sang mu 10a,
khdng chiéu sang duoc cdi gi, thit anh sang thiéu chat nhan
ban két tinh! Thua dng, trong giang khoa ba thang vra rdi tai
truong cii vé “Lich St Dé Khang ctia Dan Toc Viét Chong Ngoai
Xam’, t0i ¢ nhac nhé dén thong diép y thiic nhan ban nay
ctia riéng t6i, nhan danh mét nha st hoc Viét Nam. Thua ong,
khi toi nhin hé thong xa 10 tuyét ky noi day; khi toi nhin New
York, Chicago, Los Angeles v6i nhitng khdi xi-mdng cot sat
chat ngat ché ngu thién nhién; khi toi thuéng thiic vé xinh xan
clia thi tran Reston (Virginia) nhu mot diéu hoa tuyét hao gitia
nép song thi thanh vdi tam hon thon da, toi ludn ludn tu hoi:
Chdng ta da déo got lai thién nhién ma khong déo got dugc
phan tueng xing noi tam sao? Phi thuyén thang dugc stic hut
clia trdi dat chi dé danh thiic phi thuyén noi tam thang duoc
stic hut cta long vi ky. Toi @ Ian 1i di xem siéu tuyét pham
Cuon Theo Chiéu Gio (Gone with the Wind) dén lan thi séu,
chi @€ nghi rdng nuéc My qua thuc c6 du kha nang ky thuat va
tham my dé thuc hién dugc thé tueng xing vita noi trén — it
rala cho phan nhan loai tu do nay. Néu khdng, chinh nuéc My
sé tuhty diét! Cudc chién dai dng 6 Viét Nam ha chdng co thé
la mét trong nhiing khiic dao sat Ita cho cudc Thé Chién Thir



Dl Chin Cat od 31

Ba roi sao? Thua ong, néu toi la Thuong DE, t6i cling sé nhu
Thuong Dé lang lang bao la ma thoi, nuéc My hoan toan tu do
quyét dinh lay trach nhiém va van ménh minh véi kha nang
d6 nai chinh minh.

Chuong bdng than mat ndm ldy hai 6 tay thay ci roi
mdi tiép:

- DU su quyét dinh dy cd thé nao, phdng cdi nhin cho dén vo
cling thi ciing chi la nhiing ddu-chdn-cdt-xda ma thoi!

Mai toc bac pho nhu chot chdi sang, dng thay gat dau may
cdilién:

- Toi rat quy tu tuéng viia roi cla anh. Toi 6 dong mau
Dlic trong huyét quan, toi dé thong cdm véi mot so tu tudng
Dong phuang. Anh [udn ludn dat moi hanh dong trén cai nén
rong I6n cla hu vo. Y hét cach anh Iy luan trong luan an Tién
si xua. Ma that thé, ngudi ta khong nén chi vui hudng 6c dao
ma khong phdng tia nhin ra ca vung sa mac bao quanh. Dat
moi hanh dong vao bdi canh hu vo — hay cdi vo cung vo tan
cling vay — d€ mai mdi giii 1y nhiing duic tinh thanh thuc va
khiém nhuong!

Lai mot lan nita Chuong ndm ldy hai 6 tay 6ng thay kha
kinh siét manh hon:

- (dm on ong da hiéu thdm y d6 ctia toi. Cudc thé chién
nguyén t tat sé bung nd néu nqudi ta — day 1a cac siéu cutng
— khéng giao thiép vdi nhau trén can ban thanh thuc va khiém
nhuong. Trach nhiém dé ngudi My c6 phan ndng phai mang,
béi nhu trén toi da noi, viéc phdng phi thuyén thang dugc stic
hdt cta trdi dat chi dé tiép stc cho phi thuyén ndi tam thang
dugc stic hut cta long vi ky. D6 khong phai la hai viéc khc
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nhau ma chi la hai bé mét ctia mot thuc tai, hai suon nii cta
mot trdi nui. Néu mat chiéu tuong xting, moi tién bo ky thuat
vat chat sé tac dong ngugc chiéu lai, hay diét chinh minh, dé
minh tr6 vé véi. . . Thoi ctf tam goi la hu vo di. Nti ma chi ¢d
mot bé mat, di nhién chi ¢d thé 1a ndi vé trén vai, trén gidy, cho
du ¢d nguy nga dén may.

Ong thay dan do suy nghi mot giay réi hoi:

- Toi chua tdi Viét Nam lan nao, 6 Viét Nam ¢6 nhiéu nguoi
tin tudng nhiét thanh nhu anh khong?

Chuong bat cuoi va chang thay héi han ngay vi tiéng cuoi
nhu c6 vé vo Ié. Chang ndi ngay:

- Nquoi Viét ching t6i da lau roi khong bay to long nhiét
thanh. Nhiét thanh, chidng t6i G kin bén trong nhu nqudi tuyét
vong 0 |y niém hi vong. Dat nudc toi da tir lau la hda nquc,
ma hda nguc thi thiéu rui hét trir cai 16i nhan ban. Mot su kién
st hoc: “Nguoi Viét ndi tiéng la da nghi nhat thé gidi!” Ding
vay, chiing toi bi ltra qua nhiéu rdi! Tat ca nhiing ai dueng song
trén dat nudc ching toi, hay sé dén vai dat nudc chiing toi déu
bi boc tran bang ngon Ita thiéng — hay ma quai — d, ngon
|(ra tu vé tiéu cuc ma chiing toi tu luyén lay trong cudc chién
dai dang dang trén mot phan tuthé ky. Ngon |a thiéu rui hét,
thua dng, trur cdi 16i nhan ban.

T6i day mot gia mot tré cung lang thinh. Do dac quanh
phong nhac ho tré vé dan véi thuc tai: Sém mai Chuong lén
dudng, sau do gia dinh ong thay phan tan mong, that mong,
ding nhu hinh &nh chiéc beé tu y v6, ma chang bao gi con c6
thé két hop lai nhu xua dugc nita. That budn! Nhu c6 cai gi bén
ngoai manh han minh nhiéu lam. That buon!
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Thdy tro nhin nhau triu mén va chiu dung. Ong gia nhin
dong ho roi ndi khé:

- Hon ba gi¢ roi anh a, chting minh di ng( thoi!






CHUONG B
dat mau






C) hia tay véi gia dinh sap phan tan — sap tan tdc -
“clia ong thay kha kinh, that buon! Chuong phai
xuong Springfield, tha phu lllinois, la phai. Chang dau c6 ngo
cudc sap xép hanh trinh cta minh & doan dudng nay lai hap ly
dén thé! Budn vui phai thay d6i nhu gudng nudc ché dé, chd
ddy. Chuang dén Springfield dé tra mgt mon ng tinh. Martha
dai gap chang vao cudi tuan nay.

Martha! Martha!

Bén kia ba song ¢d tiéng vang lai: “Martha! Martha!” Con
song tam tudng, — Chuong lic do dang ngdi nglta mat, nhdm
maét |udi [inh trén chuyén xe buyt lién tiéu bang — con sdng
xudn tran day, chay lénh lang, mau nudc biéng biéc nhu mau
t6c mém (toc Martha) gdp gid x6a trén b vai. Chuong bién
thanh gio, luon tay vao mé toc dd, ban tay vo hinh mon man
ém diu. Mau ma kiéu mach xanh ngut ngan. Ban tay cia con
song xuan khong truc ti€p 6m lay nhiing ba lta, nhung mach
nudc con song xudn da ngam tham dudi long dat dang mau
|én nudi than ma, nhu chang trai Ién quy du6i chan giudng,
khé d&t moi hon 1én ban chan ngudi yéu, nhung nhiét tinh an
chita bing nd nao khac gi mau xanh ngiit ngan cta canh dong
kiéu mach mua xuan.
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Vao thud hai nam cudi hoc trinh Ph.D cta Chuong, Martha
sap hoan tat cdi B.S. clia nang. Trong hoc trinh Ph.D. Chuong
phai c6 mot s6 tin chi vé Thong ké hoc, ma can ban Todn cla
chang thi qua don so, chang phai di lai nhiing budc dau tir
trinh d6 B.S. Chuong gdp Martha & do.

Khudn mat gon ghé xinh, than hinh chac lan, nu cuoi that
¢6i mé, Martha mét lan néi véi Chuong: “So phone cla toi
la... Anh c6 thé goi t6i bat ky Itic nao anh thay tdi cd thé gitip
anh dugc viéc gi.”

D6 la cach mé ngd ctra hen ho cudi tuan, Chuang biét,
nhung Chueng da trét hen ho vGi dam khdc, danh phu
Martha. Hai thang sau khi Chuong dugc tu do thi Martha lai
mac ban. Tuy nhién tinh ban cling Idp thi bao gi6 ciing nong
tham. Hét khda heé ngan nqui do, Martha xong B.S. nang di
tap su day Todn tai mét trudng trung hoc nao dé. Khi Chuong
thanh tai vé nudc, Martha mdi thanh gido su thuc su tai mot
trudng trung hoc cta Springfield. Thu tir d6i ban trao ddi chi
vao duing dip I Gidng Sinh, nhung bao gi¢ cting vui di dom,
dam da va tran day hita hen, nhu con song tuy da nhin nhan
lan dudi thién nhién nhung tran ngam cac mach nudc. Mar-
tha van chua lay chong nhu rudng mau dei gieo mam kiéu
mach vao mua xuan! T6i lic d6 Chuong méi chot thay cdi tén
Springfield — Canh Dong Muia Xuan — tha phu lllinois that hiu
tinh va ¢d tinh cach tién dinh. Dén Springfield dé trd mon ng
tinh, Chuang biét vay, ma thuc ra chang cling chua biét doi
bén sé thao khodn cho nhau trd ng ra sao.

Martha ldi xe tdi don Chuong tai ga xe buyt cuing mot c6
ban Nhat. Hoa ngay vao cau chuyén han huyén ctia Chuang va
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Martha, c6 ban Nhat xem ra con tan tién hon cd My nita. Trén
dudng vé nha, mot lan Chuong ca tung nudc Nhat cia Hokusai
va Kawabata, ¢6 ta lam Chuong c6 cdm tudng nhu chang la
Trang Tl vira nlfa mo nia tinh lac duong xudng day. Chinh ¢o
hon [én miéng Chuong lam cach gilt khdng cho Chuang noi
thém vé nhitng “c6 kinh lac hau” do.

Tu nhién, khong hiéu sao, Martha nhac dén muia xuan nam
qua:

- Chuang a, nam roi mua xudn vé qua cham.
- Sao vay, Martha? — Chuang héi lai.

- Anh biét khong, cudi thang Tu méi thay hoi am dp, hoa
forsythia vang van chua ng, lilac ciing véy.

-0

La Chuong lam b ngac nhién diém xuyét thé, chir nao
chang o sanh vé cac mua hoa. Tuy nhién am thanh hai loai
hoa xuan forsythia va lilac bong nhu dugc chiéu sang dé trg
thanh vinh cGu trong cdu chuyén. Ciing nhu ngoai vat nhiéu
khi thot nhién hién ra vdi mot dung nhan la thuong, khién
minh mudn Ga nudc mat, chi trong khoanh khac thoi, roi bién
di mat, nghia la trd lai tam thuong. Martha I3i xe vao mét con
dudng tat xuyén rling, qua mot dong sudi nhd nudc nong. Tuy
nhién khi qua sudi xong, Martha van phai dap thang may lan
dé rd hét nudc khong cho tham vao lam tron tudt bo thang.
Chuang thoang nhan ra bén I€ rimg c6 mot cay tao dai thap,
gai dai va nhon, voi bdo Martha hay tam ding xe. Chang mé
clfa, di vao cdi lanh ghé gém, bé vdi dugc mot canh nhiéu gai
nhat nhung cling nhiéu nu cling va chac nhu cuom.
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Trong cdn nha am, ven thung liing ngoai vi Springfield, ba
ngudi ban mot trai hai gdi lam bép on ao, an udng on ao. Canh
tdo dai — quince — dugc cdm vao mot binh dat gan 10 su6i dm.

An xong, bén ngoai dé |én dén, cd ban Nhat ng y tir biét.
Martha lai xe cing Chuong dua nang vé mot vliing ngoai vi
chdu thanh doi dién.

Véng di co ban Nhét, doi ban cii chgt ngd ngang han trong
mot thé quan binh méi chua quen. Thai gian, khong gian gio
day la cta hai ngudi. Mudi gio ngay mai Chuong da Ién phi co
Xudi vé mién ctia song Mississipi, New Orleans. Van giif nguyén
hai am ctia cau chuyén vui vira qua, trong khi Martha chua cho
xe chay, Chueng uu ai vudt mai tc vang 6ng cta nang:

- Martha dé toc dai thé nay dep hon kiéu uén toc ngdn
ngay xua nhiéu lam.

Chuong nghiéng dau st tdi ndi tham bén tai Martha:

- The closer | get, the better you look!

Chang mudn hon |én miéng Martha. ...

-A.ALAl

Martha da cho xe chay ngay.

Nhiing am thanh don gidn do la dau hiéu rat My cia bat
ky 6 gai My nao mudn néi, “Ay ché. Dimg. Chua dugc dau!”
Anh mét, nu cui ciia Martha ciing nhu ciia Chuong duoc vé
téu dac biét, rat thong cam, y nhu nhiing dong chif hai nguoi
van than thiét trao d6i nhau vao dip |€ Giang Sinh. Sau may
nam cach ngd, duong eo Martha day han xua nhung khuon
mat van xinh dac biét, nu cui ma lim dong tién vdi ham rang
trang bong, tran tré sinh luc.
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Chi vao can nha kién tric thanh lich phia trudc véi dong
chir né-ong xanh biéc, Chuong nai:
- Hay vao udng ca-phé da, Martha!

Dong chif xanh biéc: Inspired Italian Cuisine-Stella Hotel.
Martha cuoi mé lim dong tién:

-Ding lam, Chuang!

Chuong va Martha vira mé cta budic vao cung véi mui ca-
phé suc nic, am clng, quyén rd, thi mot tiéng reo vui lam
Chuang giat minh:

- A'ha! Tha huang ngd ¢d tri!

Chuong nhan ngay ra Pam anh ban hoa si. § xt Hoa Ky
rong I6n khdng hen ma gap nhu thé nay c6 thé ndi la “thién
tai nhat thi”!

Dam néi I6n, giong Dam ludn ludn sang sang nhu chudng
vang lam rung dong hang rdu mép ram tt nhu rau Bismarck:

- Ngoi day vdi toi ca di, toi vira mdi t6i ma, rdi tdi cling lai
di ngay ma!

Chuong gidi thiéu Dam véi Martha. (3 hai vui vé cling
ngoi. Dam hoi:

- Ba ca-phé hay ice-cream?
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- I'm coffee drinker — Martha cuci mim, ma ltim dong tién.

Chuang ndi vdi nii chiéu dai vién vira tai:

- Tat c chiing t6i déu la dan ghién ca-phé!

- OK. — (0 chiéu dai vién cuti, ma o cing hoi lim dong
tién.

- Nam nam trudc day — Chuang néi thém vdi Martha —
nghia la thug chiing minh con theo hoc ¢ trudng, vao mét dip
he, toi tdi du phong trién 1am clia Dam ¢ duong Madison, New
York, Dam con dong thai lam cho hang Cosmotech nganh dich
thuat bang méy dién t( nhitng sach khoa hoc t tiéng Anh
sang tiéng Viét. Nam nao, it ra cing mot lan Dam vé nudc lién
lac v6i Bd Gido duc. P4 hai lan chiing toi gap nhau & Sai Gon. A
anh Dam, vi sao lai ¢6 mat tai Springfield?

- Toi t6i dé trién Iam mot s6 moc ban mdi toanh ngay trong
khudn vién Dai Hoc Bradley 6 Peoria gan day. Nhung khong
phai chi c6 moc ban ma thoi.

- (on gi nifa? - Chuang hoi.

- Ky nay ddc biét la mot retrospective show — nhiing tac
pham chon loc da dugc trién lam tir muoi ndm qua.

Martha néi:

- Anh viia lam cho Cosmotech lai viia vé dugt, gidi that day!

Dam trgn mat, ham rau mép ram cla anh rung lén:

- Toi nhin van dé khac han, Martha! Viéc kiém song lang
nhang bén ngoai khong thé cat duit soi day lién lac gitia toi va
nghé thuat. Ma dugc vay, chi vi toi khdng quan trong hda cuc
do van dé. Sang tac, tranh dau hay khong thi van vat doi sao
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doi! Toi hay ching ta, phdi sang tac va tranh dau, khong phai
vi hai cdi nay quan trong, ma chinh vi chting chang quan trong
qua lam nhu moi nguoi tuéng. Martha a, hiing Ién, t6i cam
bit vé, vé nhu an udng, nhu bai tiét, nhu lam tinh. ..

Martha ngtra ¢ cuoi that tinh, nheo mat nhin Chuong, anh
mat tu nhién dam dang la lung, khodng ltim dong tién trén
mé nang nhu sau xudng chdi véi. Tudng nhu hai ngudi 6 thé
dong tinh diing ddy ngay ra vé khong can thudng thiic ca-phé
nifa. Nhung Dam da ti€p tuc cau chuyén:

- Thét vay, khi minh da vé véi tinh than phong khoang hinh
hai nhu vay, minh sé thodt dugc nhiing mau, nhiing méc ma
bao nhiéu nam lan lon, vat va, dau kho da tao nén nhiing o
anh ma quai. Cho dui cudc ddi c6 phi ly dén may di nita — nhu
gan day nquoi ta van kéu toang Ién — chi long thuong yéu va
tin cdy clla mot ngudi ciing dt hda gidi tat ca! Ha ha, c6 diing
vay khdng?

Martha héi:

- Anh lac quan dang quy! Anh ua vé gi, anh hoa si?

Dam nham mat lai, ngtia 6 |én, trong khi mét 6 chiéu dai
vién dd mang ca-phé lai dat tiing tach trudc mat tling nguoi,
tiéng lach cach nghe vui tai la.

- Toi sé trd 10i hoi dai dong. — Dam trd [oi Martha vai
gidy suy nghi, mui ca-phé boc [én thom lling phii am ca ba
ngudi. .. Nhung hdy udng ca-phé da chu!

(& ba vui vé Idy dudng, qudy dudng, ri cling nang tach.

- Noi t0i 6 - Dam tiép tuc tra 6i Martha — la mdt xom lang
qué nho bé tai New Jersey, moi khi toi rgi lang di New York, y
nhu rdi chon than tién ém & tdi chon tran tuc hoi ham.
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Pam dimg lai lam diéu moi moi ngudi cing udng, sau do
hai suy nghi mdt chut, on lai mgt diéu gi roi méi tiép:

- Dac biét bao gid toi cling roi New York trg vé nha vao ban
dém. Mot lan cing vao mot dém trang tron nhu dém nay —
Dam chi bong trang bén ngoai cla kinh — xe buyt da ra khoi
New York ntia gid, khong khi bt dau thanh thoat han, tréng
trén troi cling da tudt khoi vung bua vay cta i nha choc troi
thanh phd. Trang va t6i nhu d6i ban ti cling vugt nquc, nhin
nhau thong cdm. Xe ¢ viéc vun vt trong dém lanh, hai bén
doi ndi nhin toan khoi nhu den ngom, nhin kj la mau bac sam.
Trdng c( thé theo toi trén dudng vé, soi sing nhiing canh dong
¢6 bao la, nhiing dinh doi IGp 1Gp. Toi van ua vé trang, Martha.
Nhitng nguti ban Au Mj va c& nhiéu nquai A Dong khi xem
tranh tudng rang ti mudn biéu 16 tinh cdm tho mong, lang
man. Dau c6 vay! Toi vé long khao khat vugt nguc cla ti! Bat
ky cdi gi minh bam vao ciing thanh nguc tu giam hdm minh
ngay, ha ha! Ma tdi thi it khi chiu dan do can nhac gi cho lam!
Dai khi c6 chon lua, su chon lya dd la cda linh tinh — 1y tri chi
dong vai phu, rat phu! Cac ban cd thay tuyét bén ngoai da roi
nhiéu? Toi khoai di ngoai trdi vao Itc tuyét roi déu déu nhu
tran mua canh hoa mai vao ltic ké tu hanh. .. don ngo, ha ha.

Pam ding day, “xin phép” tra tién ca-phé & quay, roi vé
trudc, stia soan hanh Iy chdt xiu, s6m mai chang Ién xe buyt di
Peoria, chuan bi cho phong trién lam.

Chuang ndi dua thay loi tu biét:

- Toi khoai bd ria cta anh.

Pam bat giac dua tay Ién vuot dam rau mép rap do, giong
cang sang khoai:
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- Ay bao gitr vao muia dong nd ciing hung hing song dong
nhu thé nd la 1oc la chdi gi d6, moc manh va rdm, ha ha!

Roi chia tay. Dam ciing chdng hé hdi Chuang mdi sang My
tirbao gio va bao gic vé. Chac Dam nghi rang néu Chuang con
G day, tt nhién Chuong sé mo tdi phong trién lam tai Dai hoc
dudng Bradley, va hai ngudi con dugc dip gdp nhau.

Chuong theo doi bong Dam gan ra khuat clfa, Dam bong
ving quay lai nhu bd quén cdi gi quan trong lam. Nhung
khong, Dam hoi hai nquai:

- Martha va Chuang c6 dinh di Chicago khong?

Chuong va Martha nhin nhau cling ruén 1ong may roi nhin
DPan, Chuang dap thay cho cd hai:

- Cling ¢d thé!

- (ling c6 thé 1a thé nao, mdt khi da vao lllinois la phai tdi
Chicago! Téi Chicago la phai vao Vién Nghé thuat cta Chicago
d€ xem toan bo tranh clia truong phai An tuong Php. Thud
d6, cudi thé ky XIX, Phap ché dam nghé si an tugng. Hai chi
em ba gia My khdng chong, téi Paris mua hét tranh an tugng
mang vé M. Ha ha, by gic da may lan Phdp dé nghi ct mot
d6i mot: My ¢ quyén ldy mot tranh cla Vién Béo tang Le
Louvre dé Phap dugc mang vé mot tranh &n tugng. My khdng
chiu. Thé giéi mudn xem tranh clia Monet, Picasso, Renoir, va
ddc biét clia Degas, phai dén Chicago, ha ha!

Thdy tach ca-phé dé lai cia minh con kha kha, Dam néng
|én udng not, dat tach xudng, lau rau bang ngon tro, tiép:

- Méi tuan trudc toi bay ngang qua Arizona, bay ngay trén
Grand Canyon. Toi van khoai cdi dai vuc dai 217 dam, rong 18
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dam, sau trén 1 ddm nay t lau, lau Iam, nhung dac biét lan
nay vao mla dong tuyét ph, t6i méi dugc chiing kién mot
hién tuong la lung. Tir phi ¢o nhin xudng, trén nén da xam la
nhiing ké niit tuyét dong trang x6a, nhitng nét tuyét phong
khoang ngang doc tung hoanh y hét nét bt triiu tugng cta
tranh Jackson Pollock, dutng nét toa ra, mat ht vao khong
gian v cung.

Dam vung tay lam diéu vé theo ki€u Pollock va néi véi
Martha:

- This way of Pollock, with surfaces extending laterally into
infinite space, ha ha!

Lan nay Dam ra vé that! Hai canh cra da tu dong khép lai
phia sau Dam. Trong vai gidy, Chuang quén han su hién dién
clia Martha, long chang bong dan trdi nhu ké nam phuong
Nam ma tim nhiing chom sao phuang Bac. Gidy phit d6 bong
nhu ngung dong dé tr& thanh vinh cu.

Giong Martha danh thic chang:

- Chuong vé chang?

- V€ cht. - Doi mat Chuong bling tinh, gdp ngay tia nhin
clia Martha.

Phai vé ngay chii, - chang nghi tham — chiing ta dong tinh
nhu thé ma!



Dl Chin Cat od 47

Su gdp g6 bat ngo véi Dam, cau chuyén tua nhu dau Ngo
minh S6 véi Dam, nhung m6i diém dau Ngo minh S& d6 déu
chiéu séng mdt nét dién hinh cla ca cudc ddi, dot nong tinh
cam clia cd hai, dac biét cia Martha. Mugi gi mai Chuong da
én phi co bay tit vé cudi troi Nam, New Orleans, mién ctia con
song dai Mississippi.

Chuong da ding day di truéc mdy budc mé clfa cho
Martha. Troi bén ngoai that lanh, cai lanh khd sac, nhung
trang tron — trang rdm hay muoi sdu thi phai — vang vac trén
trdi chiéu xuong cd mot vung tuyét trang. (3 hai budc voi ra
xe, g0t giay va vao nhiing vat tuyét trén thém nghe xao xao
nhu d vun. Vlia vao trong xe chua kip ngdi gon, ca hai da tu
thay om ghi lay nhau tir lic nao, tua ho nhuhon ho da vao xe
trudc, om nhau trudc, hai cai xac nang né i ach ruot theo vira
kip nhap vao dé tu soi sang cam giac. Chuong ti méi manh hon
trén diém lim dong tién clia Martha, ndi khé:

- Dam bdo bat ky cdi gi minh bam vao ciing thanh nquc
tu giam ham minh ngay! T6i hoan toan bi giam ham trong
khodng ma lim ddng tién nay. 0i, cd ban tuyét voi cla toi!

Chuong tim lai hueng vi tham dang mui ca-phé trén moi
Martha, mot ban tay Chuang xoa Ién khoang vai roi ca khoang
nguc tron tria clia nang.

-Vé nha da, Chuong! — Martha van vi.

Chuang lac dau gitr chat Iy nang, khong dap. Martha cam



48 DOiN Qudc ¥

thay nhiing viing sao lde sang rung 14 ta... rung |4 ta trén
khap viing da thit.

Nhung r6i Martha ciing c6 gat dugc Chuong va cho né may.
Xe vun vit dudi trang. Lic qua cau vao thanh phd, Chuong
nhan thdy anh dién sang quac, dong song bén dudi trang xda,
hoi nudc da boc Ién nghi ngt pha sueng mo vao viing sang
am. VE t6i nha, bt den Ién, ho dau co dé y dén canh tdo dai
khong con khang khiu tro trui, ma da bling tinh véi nhing nu
hoa chtim chim ky diéu. C& hai khdng thé chti y vao bat ky cai
gi — du ky diéu dén may! Tinh yéu hdt Idy ho vao long vinh
cliu cia hanh phtc. Chuong mai miét tim lai trén moi Martha
huang vi thom dang cla ca-phé. Nhung khong con, huong vi
dd ciing da nhat nhoa va tan bién vao long vinh citu. Nhiing
vling sao loe sang khdng con rung 13 ta xuong da thit Martha
nifa, ma chinh da thit Martha boc nguoc chiéu cta anh sang,
hao quang tda ra ménh mong bat tan.

Con rao ryc ctia Chuong dugc thoa man roi diu di rat chong
va khdng hiéu sao chang nhé lai cdu chuyén tam tinh dém
trudc, ciing khoang gic d6, vdi thay hoc cii. Cling chinh ci
binh tinh clia Chuong gap cdi ruc rd boc chdy clia Martha lam
cho cudc tinh gdp g6 phu du cta doi ban cii trénh dugc thir Ita
tinh chéng bdc chéng tan, ma trdi lai nhu dugc chuyén héa
thanh thi tinh cla tham sau clia trudng clu suot phan dém
con lai.... G hai cling lap |& chim trong trang thai nta thiic
nlfa ngl véi nhitng c&r dong phan xa - nhiing vudt ve, nhiing
nu hon, nhing ap dau, dui mdi.
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(6 1& Chuong la nqudi da m& mat trudc dé nhin thdy canh
tdo dai da nd hoa. Luc d6 chi khodng tam gio sang. Canh tdo
dai kia — chang nghi trong mién man — néu khong dugc bé
mang vao nha thi dudi anh trang khuya, roi dudi anh binh
minh trang duc, gi6 day nd van chi la canh cdy khang khiu
trong cdi lanh kinh khing cGa thién nhién bao trum. Phai,
nd van chi la canh cdy kho gay thap, gai dai va nhon, khong
nu, khdng hoa — nhitng nha tron tho lau, ciing va chac nhu
cuom d6, chua thé goi la nu dugc! Vay ma qua dém, gap stic
am trong nha, canh hoa da né bung, dang dap giong hoa mai,
nhung khong vang khdng trang, ma lai hong mau rugu Pink
Champagne. Chueng mim cudi tu nghi trong bang khuang,
gid nhu minh ¢4 tai clia Vuong Duy, Ly Bach, véi canh hoa,
trang, tuyét dém qua ma lam dugc mot bai t( tuyét gian di,
l6ng [ong thi hay biét may. Nhung néu nhu hinh anh d6 qua
dep ma trd tranh udc Ié thong thudng, ndi ra khong gay cam
xtc thi du sao di nifa tir dém qua cho tdi sém nay, tai mién
Trung Dong Bac Hiép Chiing Quoc ménh mdng nay, ai la nguoi
thit hai da chiing kién hinh anh hoa, trang va nghe tiéng khac
clia tuyét hoa thach?

- Stic song ca thién nhién that la ky diéu! — L6i Martha,
nang vlia cua minh, cd bau nguc tron min ap lén lung Chuang.

A, thira con nquoi thir hai nifa, Martha. Chuong quén mat.
Martha tiép:
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- Qua mot dém bén 10 sudi dién, hoa ng nhu thé kia!
Chuang hoi:

- Martha con nhé ndm nao bao tuyét tap trung tir viing
ndi Cleverland thoi vé Ohio tan pha bao nhiéu la cay c6i trong
khudn vién dai hoc minh?

- Nhé Iam, Chuong! Tinh suang hom sau sinh vién chiing
ta da tu nhiing khu ndi trd Ua ra don dep nhiing canh cay gdy
ngon ngang. (3 mot viing trang xéa, vang lang, nita thanh
binh nia ron ron.

- Martha, bao tuyét thi tan pha, bao tinh thi lam né hoa.
Khong phai chi cd hei dm ctia |0 sugi dién lam n6 hoa, Martha,
ma con hoi am cla ba th( tinh noi ching ta: tinh ban dong
hoc, tinh trai gdi va.... va... théi c( goi chung la tinh nquoi
il

Chuong xoay minh quay lai dong thoi vdi hai canh tay
Martha viia md ra, ho 6m ghi nhau lan cudi. V6i Chuong, mdt
noi buon khong phai la buon, mot té tai gan nhu than nhién.
Cang vao nhiing ltic ¢6 gilf tam than an lac nhét, chang cang
cam thay bénh bong té tai. Chuong nghi dén nhitng pho tugng
Phat that dep & nudc nha, & Thai Lan, & Mién Dién, 6 Ma Lai A,
@ Tich Lan, nhiing nai chang da dat chén qua, déu co nu cudi
tram mac ménh mong ntta vui nlta budn nhu vay.

Hay tan hudng hanh phtc ni day, ciing nhu khi da tré vé
long qué huong sé tan hudng niém dau nai dé! — Chuong nghi
tham nhu vay va ghi Martha manh han nhu mudn lam nghet
thé. Nhung chinh d6 lai la diéu Martha tham ao udc!



Dl Chin Cat od 51

Chiéc kinh chiéu hau héch ngugc mét chit Ién trgi phan
chiéu nhiing canh cay gay gudc trui 13, thoat trong tudng
nhu 1a nhitng vét ran nit cia chiéc guong. Martha li xe dua
Chuang ra phi trudng. Bén ngoai tuyét da hét rai, nhung gio
cang thoi manh. Han thi biéu trut xung 7 do Fahrenheit.
Tuyét cting, nang va kho, giam [én nhu giam phai dong dudng
trdng ma ai vifa danh do.

Martha ndi khi xe qua cau:

- Chuang nhin xem kia, lanh dot ngot qua nén mat song
phang li trang phau.

Chuang dat ban tay Ién khodng gay Martha, vudt ve mé
toc mém clia nang. That la ky la, mai i ltc d6 Chuang mdi
y thiic dugc 6 Martha cdi gi hau nhu cling niia voi mot cach
quyén rii. Nang ntia nhu la dan ba nira nhu la con gdi, nang
khdng gay, khdng béo, da thit chi viia dén do nay nay. Nang
diing la dat mau kiéu mach: long dat ddng mau lén va canh
dong kiéu mach ngit ngan xanh.

Martha mim cuoi, md hai lim dong tién va dua mat nhin
Chuong mét chit dé dap lai et chi vudt ve cda chang. Cling
vao ltic d6 Chueng mdi suc nhé rang Martha da c6 cong xua
tan dugc ang may budn bang bac phd trong hon chang khi
chiing kién gidy phdt phan tan cudi cing clia gia dinh thay
hoc cii. Bao tinh lam né canh mai trong viing bang gid — nghe
nhu 16i néi bong lon, tuy khong thuc ma thuc d6 chi! T6i phi
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truong, chang va Martha con thi gi¢ vao cafeteria goi hai tach
ca-phé. Rai tiéng ndi trong hdp phong thanh mai hanh khach
di New Orleans t6i xuat trinh vé. Hinh nhu hai nguoi chia tay
clii chao nhau theo I€ do Nhat Ban mot cach téu nhu nhiing
dong chir téu than mat va thang du trén nhiing tm “cac” cla
ho vao mai dip Gidng Sinh.

Chuong theo hang ngudi ndi dudi ra phi ca, long bong
bénh, nlta nhu trong rong ntta nhu say séng. Chang hoi ngta
nhin mat trdi, nhin vao khodng xanh tham tham. Lanh ngot!
Chang da leo t6i buc thang cudi ciing. Trudc khi vao han phi ¢,
chang quay lai vay chao tlf biét Martha mdt lan nifa. Martha
& dudi xa, sau b tudng trang. 0, tdm do choang bang ni mau
bo6c-dd ctia nang! Hinh nhu mai t6i lic d6 Chuong méi dé y
dén mau do clia tdm do choang dé va thudng thiic nét dep xa
vai clia no.



CHUONG BON
nhan loai tuyet diet






hia tay véi Martha, Chuong bay xuong New Orleans
“mién Nam. Mua dong noi ddy khi hdu diu ngot, hoi

dm ctia gid bién da sém théi bung may nhanh redbud d6. Hy
vong xuan tinh 1ap |6 dau day.

Hai cu than sinh ngudi ban Chuong ngu tai mét viing ngoai
vi khd xa chau thanh New Orleans. Nhan dugc tin trudc, hai cu
|ai xe t6i phi truong New Orleans don Chuong. Lan dau gdp
hai cu (cu 0ng la hoa si) an mdc hao hao nhu dao si. Roi song
vGi hai cu mét ngay, Chuang dugc chiing kién thém vai hinh
thai phan doi khac vé nép song may méc & M§, nhitng hinh
thai phan doi tram mac cla nqudi gia chir khong boc dong,
rau ria hay [6a thé nhu gidi hippy tré. Thi ra ba cu ¢6 than sinh
ra cu 0ng xua, chinh la nquoi da sang tao mot 16i vii méi, cach
mang héa hoan toan quan niém ballet ¢6 dién vao thoi nganh
nghé thudt nay thinh hanh nhat 6 Phap (1910-1920). Cu ong
theo nganh hoi hoa. Da tir 1au vg chong cu b 16i an mac Tay
phuong, tu dét 1y vai tho, may do nhu 16i Hy Lap c6 dién. Vi
vay ma khi gap hai cu 6 phi truong lan dau Chuong ngd la hai
cu mdc do dao si. Nha cu 6 tit xa viing ngoai 6 New Orleans la
& mot hoc vién nghé thuat dé van nghé si ¢d noi gap gd, trinh
dién. Vi cling gioi vé moc ban, cu khac lay chir go phat minhra
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mdt cach in dé in tho, kich va cac thi lat vat nhu bich chuong,
thi€p mai cu in qua thuc dugm thi vi riéng cta ching. (an trai
xinh cu & c6 giéng nudc cu dao lay. Va vi nai day mién Nam
khi hdu &m ap nén cu trong rau, nudc giéng d6 tudi rau da an
quanh nam. Dai phét thanh New Orleans cho nghe mét bai
hét rat thinh hanh va ciing hap véi tam thic Chuong ltic do,
bai“Both Sides Now":

Hady nhin cudc doi cd hai mdt ctia né! Mdy dem gidng bdo,
sdm sét lai, nhung mdy cling dem mua tdi tudi mdt hoa mdu. ..

Nhin nép song cla cu gia nghé si, nghe “Both Sides Now”,
long Chuong thay diu di nhiéu, nhiéu lam.

2

Roi New Orleans bang xe buyt dé sé qua Thung Liing Tir
Than nhu da du dinh, dac biét khi xe vao Nevada, Chuong
ding lai cd mot buoi chiéu tai Las Vegas, di nghénh ngang
nhu con nai vang giiia riing ngudi, riing xe ¢g, rling mau sac
clia nhitng bién anh séng mang nhiing tén Overland Hotel,
Fremont Hotel, Golden Gate Hotel... Chuong ding lai trugc
mot song bac I6n cd mot doan vii ni duong biéu dién quang
céo theo kiéu Folie Bergére ctia Phap.

“Tai sao ta khong thir thoi van mét phen nhi?” — Chuong
tu nghi vay. Roi qua nhién muoi phdt sau chang da & trong
song bac Ién Bingo, ding truéc mot ban roulette, tay cam
token coin.
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“Coi nhu ta sé ctng khong cho Nevada mot tram do-la la
cling chir git” — Chuong lai tu nghi va bat dau danh bac theo
phép tinh xdc suat cla chang, tu cho minh ¢6 quyén thua ba
lan lién theo ba lan dat: mui do-la, ba muoi do-la, sdu muoi
do-la.

Roulette d6 vao d6, Chuong bén dat token coin tri gia mudi
do-la vao do cho ky quay tiép. Doil Rouletter d6 vao den!
Chang dat ba muoi do-la vao den. Roulette do vao den. Thé
|a ti€ng bac thi hai d6 thu vé cho chang hai muoi do-la tién
dugc.

Chang lai khéi hanh muoi d6-la vao den. Roullete d6 do.
Chang dat theo ba muoi do-1a vao d6, roulette do den. Chuong
mim cudi binh tinh tu an Ui: “Ké nao qua Las Vegas ma khong
“nop thué” néu khong la ndp mang, vay ta cho phép nguoi
thua lién mot lan thi ba nita roi ra bén xe buyt di la vira. T6i
gio [én dudng roi do!” Va chang dat token coin tri gia sau muoi
do-la vao den. My quay chay ém ru, hon dan tron nhdy tung
tang nhu chi lun vo tu, khdng biét rang chd da lac vao viing
t0 dia cla mot con yéu uong mau ngudi khong tanh. Ha ha,
nhung con yéu nay con hién lanh 1am, hon dan tron con ring
minh nhung da lang lo ndm gon trong khoang den huyén lap
lanh. Nhu vy la ddnh ndm tiéng bac, Chuong da thu vé thang
lgi tugng trung nam chuc do-la.

“Dua vdi Las Vegas chat xiu thoi ma, thua dugc la chuyén
bén 16" — Chuong nghi vay va di tdi ch6 doi jeton ldy tién.

Ra bén xe buyt, Chuong con kip vao cafeteria an chiéu dé
ddi gid xe Ién dudng.

Khi xe buyt da chuyén banh, Chuong suy nghi trang
nghiém han: Cudc thang cta chang & Las Vegas la mot cudc
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thang nho, tuong trung va. . . 6a 10. Theo diing truyén thong,
& ra nguoi Viét luon luon thang dudi hinh thic thua! (o ¢
dinh ménh mudn nhu vay dé nqudi Viét ludn ludn gitr dugc
tinh khiém nhuong, ludn luon git men nong cta tinh nquoi
trdi qua nhiéu bat hanh! Nguoi Viét thang Tau su6t mot ngan
nam lich s, nhung van chiu tién cong sau moi chién thang.
Nquoi Viét thang Phap “Dé Nhat Danh si Luc quan” Tay Au dudi
hinh thiic dat nudc bi chia cat. Khoi bang son van héa kinh té
khoa hoc ki thuat xa hdi chi nghia véi ngudi anh sinh déi la
khai bang son van héa kinh té ky thudt tu ban chti nghia, cling
mot Itic Ua vao khodng triing Viét Nam bon bé b ngo. Va Viét
Nam chiu dung tiét ra siic ndng d6i khang di ky va dai dang,
ma quai va thién than, ky cho dén khi ¢ hai nén van hoa Tay
phuong da phat trién dén cling dudng do phai bién tinh di.
Nhung chang biét roi day Viét Nam con phai nquy trang cudc
chién thang gai g6c do dudi mot hinh thiic that bai nao day dé
khong lam sugng mat cac siéu cuong!

D6 la ci nhin xa tong hop cho théy trang tron, con cai nhin
gan dé thdy chi tiét thi lai khoi hai dén chdy nudc mét.

Trong khi quan ddi ca hai mién — vii khi do hai khoi cap
cho! — déu thién chién dén than sau quy kha, thi chinh dong
bao ho trén dat Mién bi quan Iuc Mién — con mdi toanh, nén
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yéu vao bac nhat hoan cau — tan tinh “cap dudn” vi dai, cd noi
ca lang Viét kiéu bi linh Mién dan di xt ban tap thé réi tha xudi
theo dong con sdng dai Clru Long. Hang day dai xac ngudi Viét
xau s0 troi dat vao mot bai cat ménh mong, tay xau tay ndi két
thanh be, dugc chup hinh mau cau khach, trung trén nhiing
trang bdo qudc té. .. D6, dinh ménh ngudi Viét Nam khi hoan
thanh cudc chién lam nat nhiéu khoi bang son Cdng san cho @
thé gidi an vui, budn ban phat dat, nhau nhet bu kha va lam
tinh thac loan! Nhu vdy thi nhiing dinh ménh trd tréu nhat,
chua chat nhat trong than thoai Hy Lap dé dang tim thay ngay
ban dong hanh trong dinh ménh Viét Nam. Than Zeus, chia
t€ chu than, da lang cha véi nhiéu nit than trén thién dinh va
nhiéu m§ nhan dudi tran thé, duy cd nir than dep nhat, tinh t
nhat trén thién dinh — V& Nt Than — thi Zeus lai bi ti chéi. Dé
trd gid do, vi nir than dep nhat, tinh t( nhat thién dinh da phai
|ldy than Lo Ren qué quat, xau xi nhat thién dinh [am chong.
Chd nhé Eros véi mii tén tinh yéu c6 thé dua dai vdi khap hang
quy than, nhung “sinh U nghé, tr v nghé’, chti da la nan nhan
chinh mii tén ctia chd khi chd tim gap nang m§ nit Psyche.

Gitia tiéng may no diu diu, tiéng ngudi tai xé& béo véi hanh
khach qua mdy phong thanh:

- Death Valley! (Thung Lung T& Than!)

Chuang nhdm mat lai thich thu tudng tugng minh la
chang Tappan dang chay tron cting con Iifa Jenet qua Thung
Ling Tt Than véi nhiing tia nang da thuc su bién thanh nhiing
mii kim xién thau da thit. “Nhu Viét Nam can rang trong 1o
luyén ngoc!” — Chang mim cudi nghi tham khi tri luc chuyén
sang canh Tappan da thodt hiém, song ém a trén dinh ndi bon
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mua tuyét ph, vang lang 6 don. “Vang lang c6 don nhu Viét
Nam!” Chang nqu thiép di khong ma vé vinh San Pedro clia
Los Angeles, ciing khong mo vé phi cdng Los Angeles nai sé
dua chang vé Viét Nam; chang ma thay mot khu rimg nao do
@ lung chiing mot ngon deo nao dé. Chang ma thay mua ldn,
nudc tu trdi d6 xudng nhu thac, va trén mét dutng chang di,
ran cudn khic day day: chiing vira nho khdi nhiing hang ho
ngap nudc. Co con tran [én cudn khiic ngdng dau nhan nai doi
mua; ¢d con ran hd mang nng tinh phun noc phi phi; ¢ con
ran cap nong, cap nia khic den khic vang ué odi thu hep vong
cudn khi chang budc qua. Dac biét cd con chim duong bién tré
lai thanh ran mat r6i! N chi con hinh thu chim nhung khong
¢ 16ng vii: toan than da ran bong nhay.

Mua cang tam ta. Co ho nhan loai tuyét diét dén noi. ..
Chi con ran!



CHUONG NAN
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/P&i co ha canh xudng phi truong Anchorage (Alaska)
vao hoi muoi gid. Khi lanh lang lang noi day la mot
cai gi phi thoi gian, siéu khdng gian! Trén chuyén bay tré vé
Viét Nam. Chuong quyét dinh dimg lai nei déy hai muai bon
tiéng. Da ting thudng thiic cdi ndng luc dia Nevada, Chuong
muon thudng thiic thém ci lanh mién ké can Bac cuc nay. Day
cling la mot ca tinh ddc biét clia Chuang: ua tan tinh thuéng
thiic nhiing doi cuc!

Con thém hinh anh nhiing ddu chan cdt xéa nita chi!

Nhiing ddu chdn cdt xda! Chéng hiéu vi sao tu nhién hinh
anh va y nghi vé nhiing ddu chdn cdt xda lai chgt dén dm anh
chang vao ltc nay! Ciing la mdt cach Ua nhap vao hu vé chi
sao! Ua nhap vao hu vé, khdng phai dé chay tron ma dé héa
gidi moi néng bong, moi bat quan binh ctia thé thai nhan tinh!

Chuong qua dém ém 4 trong mét phong khach san do
hang mdy bay da git chd trudc cho. Chang ¢d gi dé thudng
ngoan ngoai mau tuyét ménh mong trang xéa nai nay.

HOom sau, Chuang téi phi trudng mét gid sém hon gid phi
0 t6i. Chang thé ra mau mdy xa cli. Bong trudc mat chang,
qua mau may xa clf xuat hién mot thiéu phu thi phai. Nang c6
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mang — dang nang hoi day ma khdng tho, dac biét khun mat
nang o nét dep cla nit than Hy Lap.

Phai r6i, véi dang nguai do — khi nang chua c6 mang — véi
khuon mat d6 ma nang mac cai toga trang rong va ding 6
thém dién Pantheon thi nang thuc la hién than cta nif than
Athena. Bat gidc nhu bi thu hit bdi cai nhin hién hau cla “nit
than”, Chuang cti chao nang khong hé b ngd, ding nhu chao
mot nguoi quen biét dusng nhién. Nang ciing nd nu cugi va
clii chao Chuong, va con “duong nhién”hon khi nang cat giong
héi — nang hoi bang tiéng Viét:

- Ong hén la nquoi Viét Nam?

- Sa0 ba biét?

Nang lac dau:

- La toi doan vay!

Vi ldc d6 mt ngudi dan dng nhd ra khéi ctia phong doi,
tién vao hanh lang, dang di hai mot chit khap khiéng thi phai.
Mai toc chang ggn song bong bénh, viing tran cao, khudn mat
dai, doi mat mo anh suy tu va dugm buon. Khodng bén ham
trai cia chang c6 chiéc ot rudi va mot soi rau dai ma chang dé
nguyén khdng nho. Nang gidi thiéu chang véi Chuang:

- Nha toi!

Hai ngudi dan ong bat tay nhau, Chuong tu gidi thiéu tén
minh truéc, ngudi chong Viét gidi thiéu ngudi vg M§:

- Nha t6i, tén My la Horthy, tén Viét la Hoa. Téi la cuu trung
Uy Biét dong quan Tran Nguyén Linh.

- Ua, t6i ciing 12 cyu trung Gy Biét dong quan. Ching ta I3
ban cii cing mdt binh ching!
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Vao lic do tiéng 6 may phong thanh moi moi nguoi Ién
phi ca. May sao chuyén phi co nay vang khach, hang ghé hai
vg chong Linh-Hoa con mét ghé trong ngoai ciing. Chuong
t6i d€ tiép tuc cau chuyén khi phi cd da cat canh qua Bac cut,
truc chi Tokyo — Hoa ngoi trong cling sat bén ctia kinh nhin ra
ngoai. Cai nhin cla Linh bao gid cling dugm suy tu va u budn,
nhung moi khi chang cat tiéng ndi, vé mét bimng sang, khoang
dat, tram tinh. Sgi rdu duy nhat moc dai tir cham n6t rui den
khong con vé di doan hay cau tha, ma thanh mét nét ca tinh
clia chiéu sau suy tu.

- Chi ndi tiéng Viét gioi qua! — Chuong néi vdi Hoa.

- (dm on anh — Hoa ddp — nhung doc sach Viét thi con dd
lam, c(t phdi m& quyén tu vi hoai.

- Chi 6 Viét Nam bao lau?

- Toi sang Viét Nam hai lan, moi lan hai nam.

- Nha toi — Linh néi — thudc gido phai Mennonite, ton chi
bt bao ddng tuong tu nhu gido phai Quaker. Hai lan sang Viét
Nam, nha t6i déu hoat dong trong Co' quan Xa hdi Tinh Thuong
va Hoa Binh Co Doc — A Service of Christian Love and Peace.

- Anh gdp chi 6 My?

- Khdng, t6i gdp nha tdi 6 Binh Dinh, quan Hoai An. (4 hai
lan!

-Y anh dinh néi ¢4 hai lan khi chi sang Viét Nam phuc vu
trong (o quan Xa hoi?

- Vang! Mat tran Binh Binh ludn ludn ndng. Binh chiing
Biét dong quan clia chting ta may nam gan day tdi lui nai nay
hau nhu thuong xuyén. Co quan cliu trg xa hdi cla nha toi
cling vay.
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Nt chiéu dai vién ddy xe rugu téi. Ca ba ciing chon udng
Cognac Champagne. Chuong tiép tuc cau chuyén sau ngum
rigu nong am. Chang hoi:

- Anh thu huan sau tuan sinh lay 6 Duc My, Nha Trang xong
|a ra chién tuyén ngay?

- Viang, doc theo con dutng huyét mach thudc Binh Dinh,
dd la quang Qudc 16 50 1 tinh tir Nam ra Bac qua cac dia danh
thoat [a Phu Cét, Phit MY, r6i quan Hoai An bén tréi trén viing
nii, ké tiép trudc mat la quan Hoai Nhon c6 xa Bong Son, tiép
tuc di thang nifa la quan Tam Quan, deo Binh D&, phia tay mat
la bién va ndi — ndi Ga, t6i con nhé. (3 ban d6 Binh Dinh nhu
in han trén tim t6i, tling vi tri mau Ita dé.

(3 ba ciing nang ly uéng. Giong Linh trdm xuéng han, 6n
lai mot hinh dung héo hat:

- Nhiing rdng difa Tam Quan bi chat cut ngon hét, chi con
nhiing than difa cao ngang tro trén, vung dai, hét dam tu binh
gdy o viia bi chat cut dau trong mot cudc hanh hinh tap thé!

- Anh 6 Binh Dinh su6t thai gian phuc vu trong quan doi?

- Quang giifa t6i c6 sang Ma Lai sau thang hoc vé chién
tranh chong du kich do cac s quan nqudi Anh phu trach.

Ngum rugu thd ba lam Chuang bing vui, chang héi:

- Anh gdp chi Hoa ngoai Binh Dinh?

-Vang! Vao ngay dip dau! Thug d6 Hoa ciing hoat ddng véi
ong anh rudt, doan ngii hda cdc em bui ddi nan nhan chién
tranh. Chuyén thit hai trd lai Viét Nam, Hoa méi chuyén sang
cong tac san sdc thuang bénh binh. Thuc ra t6i than véi 6ng
anh trudc — Linh quay lai nhin Hoa cudi. Lan dau, Henry, tén
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Viét la anh Hanh, an com vdi toi tai mot tiém an nhé 6 ngay
quan ly Phu M§, toi thay anh da biét hdp canh, mit xuong c,
ké ca xuong dau. Dén khi gap Hoa, cling véy.

Linh nghiéng dau vé phia Chuang néi du cho chang nghe
gilia tiéng dong co phan luc ém a déu déu:

- Thoat t6i tudng ho chi sdng gia vo gian di dé dé gan
dan chidng Viét Nam, nhu 6ng Tay thuc dén hoi nao van an
nuéc mam ma van chii minh la nha qué. Nhung khong, ho
song thuc nhu vay, ho khdng hé cho minh la con dan cuong
qudc t6i séng vdi tiéu nhugc. Vé sau nay cang song nhiéu véi
ho - & Binh Dinh toi gdp ho hang ngay, trir nhiing dip phai di
hanh quan - toi cang khodi ho, t6i cang hiéu khong phai ho
chi thich gian di, xuénh xoang — vi gian di, xuénh xoang thi
nudc nao ciing cd theo cdi cach riéng cla ho - nhung ho thich
gian di, xuénh xoang 10i Viét Nam, vi ho biét nguai Viét Nam
khdng lam cai don gian vdi cdi tho kéch. Vao mét dip an Ié
Thanksgiving, ha tuan thang Mudi Mot, hai anh em giif théi
quen riéng gia dinh ho bén My, nhin doi trudc hai muoi bon
tiéng dong ho. Lan d6 ho mai t6i an, toi cing xung phong nhin
muGi hai tiéng. Ho néi phai nhin nhu vy khi ngoi xuong an
bifa com Thanksgiving mdi cdm thay y nghia hai chi Thanks
va Giving. Toi nghi linh hon clia nudc Hoa Ky song dong la song
ddng trong nhiing nqudi nhu vay. Ho ¢6 bay anh em, nha toi
la ngudi tha hai, cha la vi muc suTin Lanh. (& bdy anh em déu
song dan than nhu thé, ké & Nam My, ké 6 Phi Chau, ké & Viét
Nam.

- Bay gi¢ anh chi trg lai Viet Nam?
- Khdng, chiing t6i chi t6i Tokyo, @& r6i tir d6 sé di Helambu
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(Nepal), cong tac xa hoi giita nhiing bo lac Sherpa, giong
Maong (0. Giifa ving Hy Ma Lap Son ndi xanh dinh tuyét
tring triing diép diép do, toi dugc song gan dong sudi mau
ngoc bich, hay di dudi hang cdy cao viit hoa trang nhu hoa
nhai, hay dimg lai bén mét bui rhododendron hoa @6 nhu
hoa hai dudng, hay néi nhu dong bao Thugng, tu nhién toi
cam thay dugc xoa diu phan nao vét thuang chién tranh Viét
Nam. (6 Ié sang nam toi sé di Chau Phi, hodc Nam M, hodc
Dai Duong Chau.

- Anh da la mdt doan vién cta gido phdi Mennonite?
- Gan nhu vay!
27

- Toi ndi “gan nhu vay”, vi qua that toi dang cong tac cho (o
quan Xa hdi Tinh Thuong va Hoa Binh Co Ddc, nhung binh sinh
t6i khong hé thudc vé mot nhém phai nao ca. Toi nhu mot tén
tuyét doi thich & trudng, du chi déng khé ciing ban biu khong
chiu noi.

(& ba cugi rd thuc tinh. Ba ly Cognac Champagne da vgi
n{fa hoan toan ham ndng tam tinh ho. Linh néi tiép:

- Trudc do toi van noi dua véi anh Hanh la khi nao gidi ngi
sé nhap dao Mennonite. Toi ndi vy vi biét tinh thé nudc minh
lic d6 lam gi cd chuyén gidi ngd, trir khi minh nga dan. Thuc
|a ky, toi chi dinh ninh minh c6 hai trudng hgp, mét la tai ngi
tiép tuc nhap cudc chién dau, hai la chét. Khong ngd roi vao vi
tri th( ba, t6i bi thuong 6 mat ca chan tai mat tran Tam Quan,
vung ndi. Gap ngay chuyén truc thang dua vé quan Phu My.
Noi ddy Hoa vao tham tdi va tu'y xin gdp cap chi huy cho ché
gap t6i vé Quan Y Vién Quy Nhon. Dé chdm sé bi hoai thu cua
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dén dui. Phuong tién giao thong khdng con gi ngoai hai chiéc
GMC, mét ché quan tai cé phi quoc ky - mot Dai Gy Quan Y viia
t tran — chiéc kia chd hai xac binh nhi con bé poncho. Chiéc
truc thang vura t6i thi da phai trd lai mdt tran Tam Quan cling
Bo Tham muu Hanh quan. Hoa da “thap tung” toi trén chiéc
GMC tht hai. Toi, ké bi thueng con song, dugc ddt nam trén
bang, hai chién hitu xau s6 ndm dudi san xe, Hoa ngoi ngay
sat bén toi. Trén duong vé Quy Nhon, doi ba lan toi co kin dao
nghiéng dau nhin xudng san xe. Hai xac chién hiiu cling dugc
cudn trong poncho, khoang dinh dau budc tim clia moi xéc c
gai chiéc mi cat-két vai cing mau véi poncho, sau d6 la bon
khoang that bang day du trang: c6, eo, dau gdi va g6t chan.

Nguai td silun thap thi dugc poncho géi kin ca chan, nqudi
kia cao han nén hai chan tho ra ngoai, mau xdm ngoét — hay
trang béch thi ciing thé. Khdng hiéu ro nqudi chién hitu ltc
chét tu thé ra sao, chi biét nhin theo vét han bé dudi poncho
|tc d6 thi tay trdi p lay tai.

Linh ngtta ¢6 can ly Cognac Champagne rdi tiép:

-Hoa da dua toi vé kip ltic. Toi chi bi cua khoang trén mét ca
mot chit va dugc gidi ngd. Toi dung nang 6 Viét Nam, nhung
khi sang Hoa Ky chinh hinh, t6i khdng can dung nang nifa,
di chi hai khap khiéng. Ching toi lam |é thanh hon trén dao
Puerto Rico, nai c6 c6 em thi ba clia Hoa duang lam cong tac
xa hoi. Ching t6i hudng tuan trang méat ngay trén dao do, dao
¢0 tre moc hai bén dudng 19, c6 nhiing vudn cam, vudn quyt,
vuon chudi, sao ma giong Viét Nam! Chi khac c6 mot diéu, cac
cb gai nai day khi ra dutng déu cd ba chaperon di kem dé gitt
gin, theo tap tuc Tay Ban Nha c6.
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Linh quay lai hdi vg:

-Hoa con nhé trén hon dao than tién do, chuing ta childi xe
mot ngay la hét cdc danh lam thang canh?

Hoa gdt dau cudi tuoi:

- Va t6i bai bién nao cling tia xudng tam mot luc.

Phi ca bay ngang Bac Cuc hai nghiéng canh. Thei gian nhu
ngung lai trong mau tuyét trong sang, lanh thdm tham va
bién thanh tdm guang trong ciing lanh tham tham dé Chuong
s0i vao nhin thdy rd vét thuong ctia ngudi khac ma khong thay
dau dén gi trong giay lat. Lic d6 Chuang mdéi can ly Cognac
Champagne. Mui rugu thom Iling boc Ién, toa ra nhu mot tam
voan hong pht lén mdi sau cta chang.

- Anh that la dai dién cho hanh phadc Viét Nam — Chuong
chgt nghe thdy minh néi véi Linh — anh tra ng nudc, xing
dang vdi cong on tién nhan, vita mot ban chan tién trén mat
ca nhung van di duoc; anh ¢d nqudi ban dudng mat dep nhu
Phat Ba Quan Am, hoa hop trong méi tinh nhén ban qudc té;
vé Viét Nam liic nao ciing dugc, khong tu ton, xa Viét Nam ltic
nao ciing dugc, khong tu ti!

Cac nif chiéu dai vién da bat dau don an cho nhiing hang
ghé trén. Chuong dua mat nhin khudn mat Linh tr6 lai chim
trong suy tu. Chot Linh quay sang héi Chuong:

- Anh c6 biét kinh Phat dién ta cdi v cung cta khdng gian
va cdi vd tan cta thoi gian ra sao khong?

Chuong d& khay thiic an tir tay co chiéu dai vién chuyén
qua Linh vao cho Hoa. Khi ba nqudi da ngoi nghiém chinh
trudc ba khay, Chuong gat dau dap 16i 0 chiéu dai vién thu
hai vira ddy xe rugu tdi:
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- Viang, ¢d cho ching t6i udng vang hdng. Ba chiing ta
uong vang hong chii?

Va Chuang héi Linh:

- Kinh Phat dién ta cdi vo ciing cta khong gian va cdi vo tan
clia thai gian ra sao?

Linh nhin ba ly vang séng sanh hanh phic, bat gidc bat
Cuoi:

- (6 cdi gi khac gilia ly vang nay véi cdi v cling v tan cla
Thai-Khong?

Linh hai cti xudng kiém diém lai nhiing hinh anh ni tam
sdp duoc phat biéu, roi khé nging Ién, khong nhin vao ai,
nhung ndi véi tat ca:

- Kinh Phat néi — la t6i ciing chi nhé mang mang — hay
nghi c6 mgt phién da vuong moi bé ba dam, mét ngudi cam
mot tdm do cit mot tram nam lai phay Ién phién da mot cai
cho dén khi phién da mon hét. Hay vo tron dai Ngan Ha, tan
thanh bui hoa vao véi nudc, roi tién vé phuong Dong vdi cay
but long, gap thé gidi nao thi chdm mot cai cho dén khi hét
muc Ngan Ha.

(a ba cting nhac ly vang hong lam diéu mdi nhau, nang [én
moi nhap ngum thi nhat trudc khi an.

Va ho ddng tinh im ldng cho dén khi duing xong bifa.
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Ho da dung xong biia!

Phi ca lai nghiéng canh. Van mt mau tuyét trang xéa va
lanh thdm tham. Chua ra khéi Bac Cuc! Chuong c6 cdm tudng
cdi lanh bén ngoai da lam cho tat ngam hét thay, khdng con
gi, ké cd tiéng dong mong manh nhat, tris tiéng dong co ém
ém ru ri, di nhién. Khoang rong bén trong phi co tré thanh
ménh mong nhu ¢ mang theo song nui. Tuy nhién sy vang
lang noi moi hang ghé khdng ghé rgn, chi budn budn, noi
buon bénh bong, nhe day ma ndi Thai Son ciing bat luc khong
nhén chim néi.

Chuong nhiu 16ng may nghi tham: cdm gidc dau tién khi
con ngudi viia tir kiép tha chuyén sang kiép ngudi han la ndi
buon bénh hong b ngd do.

Khong ro Linh quay sang néi nhiing gi véi nqui vg My,
Chuang chi thap thoang nghe tiéng Horthy—Hoa dap thanh
nhiing cau ngan day dy nhiing tiéng “0”, “Phai réi” duom
vé ngd nghinh dac biét clia nguai ngoai qudc néi — du da soi
ldm — tiéng Viét. Giong nang ro rang cd kha nang lam tiéu tan
moi mau thuan nhu dong song hda giai nhiing dong sudi, va
bién ca hda gidi nhitng dong song. Chuong khong lam vé ndi
buon bong bénh khon nquoi, vi chinh khudn mat Linh ltic do
cling budn, that budn, tua nhu thuc thé cta cudc doi la budn,
va Linh néi véi Chuang bang giong ém han dong co phan luc
vang vong tUr cdi lanh Bac Cuc Ua vao:
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- Thuc la la lung, tir ngay trudng thanh hau nhu moi bat
hanh va hanh phiic cta doi toi déu rinh dé dugc thé hién vao
hom ba muai Tét — thdi gian thiéng liéng nhat cla nquadi Viét,
thiéng liéng con hon su song va su chét nifa. Thai con la sinh
vién t0i chdng chinh thé doc tai, gia dinh tri, ky thi ton gido
ngu xuan cta Dé Nhat Cong hoa, bi nhét vao xa lim ding toi
hom ba muoi Tét. Vira dd mot nam sau, chiéu ba muoi Tét, toi
G tli ra, vé tdi nha budc vao bép, me toi dang nau banh tét.
Thay con vé, me toi khoc bu lu bt loa, vui buon lan |6n dén tiic
cudi. Anh biét khdng, toi bi ct cut chan ciing dung vao chiéu
ba muoi Tét ddy anh a, va khi tinh thudc mé, lic d6 vao khoang
MUGi gio toi ba muoi Tét thi phai, khi mé mat thay Hoa ngoi
ngay bén dau giuong bénh. Cho dén bay gid nhiéu khi c6 nhé
lai, toi ciing khong r6 toi va Hoa da néi véi nhau nhiing gi dé
roi hai dia di tdi hita hon, chi tiéc thay me toi da mat.

Linh va Chuang cting cudi. Doi mat Hoa long lanh mé I6n
trén khuon mat Phat Ba Quan Am cla nang, miéng nang
khudt bén ma Linh nhung Chuong biét nang ciing dang mim
cuoi. Chuong néi:

- Dau sao cling con |a dém ba muoi Tét!

Linh gat dau:

- Dling thé! Mua ha ndm ngoai chilng toi da bat dau lam
cong tac xa hoi & Helambu roi. Toi va Hoa t6i du |é Losar ddn
ming ndm mdi. Toi mén nhiing nguai dan bd lac Sherpa biét
la dudng nao! Ho yéu thién nhién nhu nquoi dan Viét, ho la
nhiing thién tai vé vii, y nhu nguai dan Viét cé thién pha vé thi
ca. Chuing t6i tham du cudc nhdy maa véi ho sudt dém tai mot
tién dinh tu vién. Dém dd la dém gi anh biét khong?
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Chuang ddp ngay:
- Dém ba muoil

- Ddng! Bén ngoai tuyét ri tdi tap nhu dé cho ding nhip
vGi 16i ca budc nhdy bén trong. Budc ra ngoai, tuyét ngap It
t6i bung chan. Binh minh 16 dang, chung toi hoan toan bi
tuyét bang nhot kin. Sudt mot dém ca hat nhdy mua, ching
toi cang thém sung stic, dao phang phang tir trong tu vién
dao ra. Khi moi nqui da chui ra, nhin lai, nhu thé chiing toi
vira tai sinh, chui ra khoi cai linh ciiu tuyét bang tap thé. Tuyét
da ngting roi, tia nang dau nam viia bimg sang. Ngang nhin
dinh ndi Yurin bén Tay cao mudi ngan bd, dinh ndi Yangri bén
Dong cao muti mot ngan b, ké nit & giita phang phat mot
lan sueng mu bao phd. Nhin xudng bén dudi: thung liing con
song Melamchi mé ra ém a than tién! Diing 6 khoang cao bay
ngan b do, vao vi tri thoi gian do, cdi dep hung vi cla tao
vat chup ldy toi nhu mot giac ma than tién chup ldy mét con
nguoi viia hda thanh buém, va thuc tinh t6i c6 cdm tuéng
minh diing ngoai ci song chét.

Giong Linh ty nhién miét mai va cang thang tram xudng
say mé mot cach ky la khién Chuong c6 cdm tudng nhu giong
dd tirxa, xa lam, tir phia ngoai Bac Cuc thap thodng mau tuyét
trang x6a vang vao. Chuang quén khudy ndi budn bénh bong
bét diét trong khi nghe Linh ké mét hei dai réi ngling lai trong
cdi tiéc nudi bang bac cta 3 hai:

- Vang, duing ltic nhin cai linh citu tuyét bang tap thé ma
chiling t6i vira chui ra, ding lic minh 6 cdm tuéng hda thanh
canh buém than thoai, bay vao mt giac ma than tién ding
ngoai cai song chét, thi toi té diéng ca nqudi, suc nhé da ho
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queén ca | cdi tan 6 chét vui dap dudi lan bang tuyét. Nguyén
khi roi Viét Nam cung Hoa tdi vung Hy Ma Lap Son c6ng tdc xa
hoi, t6i cd mang theo it hat cdi tan 6, thi cdi ma thud sinh thoi
me t0i van hay nau canh cho an. Tgi Helambu, hai vg chong
dem gieo ngoai vudn, ngay phia bén hong nha. Gdi moc méi
bang ngon tay, toi ném thd. .. gan mudn ngoi bét xudng dat
Vi qua cdm xtc — nhd lai nhiing bat canh néng me nau véi
tom tuei, ngoi an dudi gian bi dao qué nha khi trdi vira chang
vang, thud con di hoc. He qua thu lai, thé nao toi quén khudy
viéc boc lay hat cdi tlr nhiing bong da kho di ndm dy — cho téi
|t binh minh 16 dang, vira ldc dy 1€ Losar don mling ndm mi,
méi suc nhd ra. Tiéc ngén ti€c nga, nghi minh chéc con lau
lam mdi vé Viét Nam dé Idy dugc hat gidng. Nao ngd qua muia
dong do sang xuan, khi nhiing bong hué rling crocuses troi
|én, hoa mimosa cling sap tr6, nhin lai vuon rau da thdy nhiing
bip cdi xanh ron. Ban tin ban nghi, toi ngat mot 1d ném lai lan
nifa, dling la cai “co nhan’, cai ndm ngodi. Sudng qua anh oi!
Mudn chdy nudc mat! Nghiém ra cling la, vi thir cai nay tuy la
cling toc véi loai ctic dai va loai clc nha. ...

- Daisies and chrysanthemums!

Hoa gidi thich bang tiéng Anh, chiing t6 nang van cham
chii theo doi 16i Linh ké. .. Ca khudn mét 1dn nu cuoi voi voi
cia nang nghiéng nghiéng hudng vé Chuong, khuon mat clia
nii than Athena Hy Lap, cta Phat Ba Quan Am Viét Nam.

- Phai, — Linh tiép — nhiing th( cdi tan 6 d6 mang sang
Viét Nam la mién nhiét ddi, dang ly phai chét di roi trong mua
dong qua. Mdy hat cai d6 thi sng chi ndi dudi tang dét dong
cling ctia mién Helambu lung chiing Hy Ma Lap Son! Thé ma
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chting van dam mam khi tuyét da qua. He ndm dé nho ca mot
voc hat cai da dugc vai xuong dat nén “vuon cai qué huong
Viét Nam” ctia chdng toi xum xué khong thé ta dugc, hoa vang
ruc! T0i c6 cdm tuéng nhu me ti song lai, hay ding hon me toi
da trd thanh vinh ctu. T6i da khong udng cong bao nhiéu nam
vao sinh ra td! Toi nghi gia nhu minh c6 mat not bén chan kia,
nghia la mét ca hai ban chan ciing chang udng. Toi sung sudng
muon chdy nudc mat la vi thé! Thu téi — tiic la thu ndm ngoai
— t6i can than dé danh ca thau hat cai vao mot dip ciing Hoa
tdi cong tac tai mdy lang vung thung liing hai bén b song
Melamchi, toi da dem ba phén tu thau hat cai tan 6 rai khap
|uot, ca ta ngan lan hitu ngan con song hoang s va trong sudt
Melamchi, sau khi da rac cung khap manh vuon nha, racra ca
ngo. Ké tir do toi tin rang cai tan 6 Viét Nam sé nhu diéu gap
gi6 moc bat ké & dau. Cit tinh r6i ddy moi mua thu, cai chét
di, s6 hat tang theo cap s6 nhan, chim chdc tha di, gio thoi
dem di, roi ndm nay qua ndm khdc, at la ca vang Hy Ma Lap
Son tran ngdp mau hoa cdi vang cia me t6i. Mau vang ruc
anh oi! Dat nudc minh dung di nhu vay lam sao tiéu diét ngi?!
Ha ha, t6i truyén ba dao Cai Tan O ciing Ia mét hinh thitc clia
dao Viét Nam hon nhién dung di! Biét du, téi ngay nao do, c
mot nha thuc vat hoc Tay phuang di dao b song Melamchi
hay bat ky mot dai dat hoang vang nao mién lung chling Hy
Ma Lap Son d6, tinh 6 ngd xuong bat gap mot hoa vang, lay
lam la va ngat dem vé, loay hoay tim hiéu sau IGp kinh phéng
dai — loupe — tim mai ma khdng biét hoa dd la hoa khi kho gi
clia mién ndi nay. Daisy khong phai, ma chrysenthemum ciing
khong, khdng phai Au, chdng phéi Nhat. Chung quy chi vi bét
canh rau néng nau vdi tom tuai ngay nao thud tén thuang phé
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binh Viét Nam con la cau hoc sinh trung hoc, dugc me cho an,
ngoi dudi gian bi dao, khi trdi chiéu viia chang vang.

Chuong da khong dan dugc long, thot 1én hao hing:

-Toi khodi mau vang ruc cdia loai hoa cdi nay. 0 Hu& anh qoi
|a di tan 6, ngoai Bac chiing tdi goi la cdi ctic.

Mau vang clia cdi tan 0 khong chi sang ruc trong long
Chuang lic do ma mai mai vé sau. Dong thoi Chuong ciing
hiéu vi sao khi ndy liic ba ngui cling nang ly vang hdng, ho
da dac biét cuing bi dm anh bdi cdi vo cling v tan cla Thoi-
Khdng. Ké tir dy cdi vo cting vo tan dy dugc nhudm vang mau
cdi tan 0. Tat ¢ tré thanh vinh cu — nhu niém dau Viét Nam!
Chuong cang md I6n doi mat nhin Linh, siing s¢. Chang déu
ngd, that ddu ngd, hai ngudi cyu quan nhan cda binh ching
Biét dong quan lai da gdp nhau & cho Ua nhap, moi ngudi mot
cach, vao hu vo — tia nhap vao hu vo khdng phai dé chay tron
thuc tai, ma 3 d€ héa gidi moi nong bong, bat quan binh cla
thé su nhan tinh. Bay gio thi Chuong hiéu vi sao khi gap Linh,
tu nhién chang ¢6 khuynh huéng nép minh va tu xéa nhoa
mot cach tin cin. O chang chi c6 bé rong ma & Linh 13 chiéu
sau chang khao khat, chiéu sau mang dd nhiing van dé tuong
(ing v6i nhiing gi chang ddt lang bang trén bé mat: thai gian,
khéng gian, hu vo, tinh yéu thién nhién — va khudn mat Phat
nita chii! Chuong hiéu roi, tai sao nu cudi trén moi khudn mat
Phat déu phang phat nia vui nlta budn. Roi day khi tdi Tokyo,
chia thanh hai nga, biét rang Chuang c6 bao gi¢ gap lai cp vo
chong Viét M§ nay — chang sinh truéng tir mot dat nudc dau
khé dén tuyét dinh cGa kho dau, nang sinh trudng & mot dat
nudc ma oc to chic dat t6i chd tuyét hao clia may mac, nhung
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do d6 nhiéu khi bd ndo chinh sach cling may moc dén cho dién
khung! Ho chap canh bay xa qué huang — ma khong phai la
r0i bo - dé thanh mot cdp hoan hao ngoai y mudn va ngay c
y thiic ho!

Chuang c6 ghi dia chi cta ho tai Helambu va ciing da cho
ho dia chi clia chang — tai mot hém Sai Gon. Biét rang roi day
Chuang c6 con gap lai ho? Tuy nhién trong cdi vo cung vo tan
clia thai gian, khong gian, ho va Chuang hd chdng van thuong
xuyén gap nhau do sao!

Tham thoat da lai thém mot ndm nita qua di. Khodng thoi
gian ngot hai nam d6, véi bt ky noi nao trén thé gidi, cling
chua thé c6 gi thay di dang ké du vui hay budn, tét hay xau.
Nhung & Viét Nam thi su diéu tan khiing khiép nhin thdy ro
tling ngay!

Dém Giao thira ndm nay, Chuong diing ti tay bén ctia 50
nha minh chiing kién mot khung ctia s6 khép kin cam nin va
t0i om doi dién ngang bén hong nha.

Xom Chuang & la mot xom lao dong, rat dong tré con lic
nhic, 1d tré den dli con nha lao ddng thuan tdy: c6; thap
thoang dam duia da trang, toc hoi vang, mat hoi xanh la i
tré lai My: c6. Sau trong xém va phia sau xom la khu nhiing
c6 gai diém. D dién vdi khung clfa s6 bén hong can gac go
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nha Chuong, cach mdt mai nha thép, la khung ctra s6 ctia mot
can gac go khac hep hon, xo xac han, viing toi dong bén trong
nong choen nhu viing bun trau dam. D6 la gian gdc clia mot
cb gai diém! Mdi trua nay Chuong con thdy ling lang phoi
phia ngoai ctfa s6 chiing mt chuc cap lap xuéng. Gic day dém
ba muoi, vao liic Giao thira, tiéng chiéng trong bat dau vang
rén cla dén, chiia quanh day, hda chau xanh, do, vang chiéu
sang ca vling troi Sai Gon; nhiing mam hoa qua cling 19 thién,
va nén, va huang lap lanh nhu sao sa. Riéng hai canh cra so
bén can gac g0 co gdi diém van ddng chdt cam nin, 6m ldy
béng t6i ciing cdm nin va mat hit. Néu ban ngay khong da
timg nhin thdy, chdc Chuong khong thé ngd khoang do ¢d hai
canh ctra s6 - trong khi nhiing khung ctfa s khac trén nhiing
tiing gac cao thay déu nhu nhiing nu cuoi chan hoa anh sang.
Chuang nhé cd lan ching kién canh hai c6 gai diém doi cho 6.
Chiéc taxi hai 0 goi vao sau trong xém — cing xém nay — dau
ngay trudc cta. Hai ¢o vifa ric rich cudi via hdp tap khuan
“d0 nghé”ra."Do nghé” day la chan, la g6i, la may cai goi om.
Chuong khdng bao gid quén canh cac ¢6 cudi ngdt nghéo khi
ném vdi nhiing ban dong hanh vo tri ma vo cling ggi cdm d6
vao trong taxi. Trong khi cac c6 co an chiing that nhanh, that
gon vao phia ghé sau taxi, thi hai chiéc goi om tai ac da da
nhu thé hénh héch cudi uGn minh tudt khoi canh tay mot c6
ma lan kénh xudng mdt dudng, bao hai cac cd phai cti xudng
lugm vGi [én, nhét voi vao taxi, ludn bung va hai vai rung lén.
(Cac c6 van cuoi!

Doi mat Chuang trén tran nhin vao khodng cé hai canh clfa
50 khép chat cam nin dém ba muoi Tét. (6 gai diém han da vé
qué! Dém ba muai Tét, nhiing dita em lang bat, nhitng difa con
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hoang tang déu c lan vé qué tim hoi am ctia me, clia gia dinh
chut it.“Ma, con da vé!” — Chuong nghi vay. (6 chao mé va gio
1én mot chuc cap lap xudng da phoi kho. “Con mua vé an Tét
né, ma!” Ba me gia, Chuong tiép tuc nghi, mai toc trang, nét
mat nhan nheo — ba me nao ma chang biét con lam gi, nhung
thé bat kha, khong ¢ chon lua!

Ba muoi Tét Chuong bdng thanh mot thai diém la lung quy
tu tinh hoa cla khé dau, cta hanh phic cla ca kiép nqudi.
Chuang lai nghi téi cap vo chdng Viét My - Linh, Hoa - va lién
tudng dén ving cai hoa vang ménh mong cta ho. Sau hai
ndm, han la vo van cac hat giong da tung bay theo gi6! Chang
hiéu, sau khi roi dam thé dan Sherpa viing Helambu, dau chan
ho - nhiing ddu chdn cdt xéa — da luu lac sang nhiig mién nao
ctia chau Phi, hay Nam My, hay mot hon déo nhd nao cta Dai
Duang Chau mit mu khoi song?

0i nhitng ddu chan cdt xéa trén nhiing ngé dudng doil
Chuang chgp ngu!

Chang mo thay hai c6 gai diém tay om chdn goi, toc xoa,
chay Ua vao vling hoa vang ruc clia mot dai tan 0 ngiit ngan
nhu dai Ngén Ha, pha gan kin ca doi bo mot dong song rong
tai mot thung liing — ngang sudn ndi thi phai!

Sai Gon 1974
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“Chiing ta cd thé biét dugc cdi hay cdi dep cia mét cudn
sdch & mdnh luc cia nhiing cti ddm ma nd phdng vao ta, va &
thai gian ta tinh nquyén chiu tran nhu vdy.”

Gustave Flaubert

’7"ﬁﬁ19he néi (hay toi da doc?) rang ggi nén noi nhé
khong gi bén nhay bang khiu gidc. Mot thoang
huang hoa, huong tram, mot mai ¢6 uGt, mot mui phan tréu,
mui o cii... “Xép tan y lai dé danh hoi. . .” Lai ¢ khi t6i nghe
néi rang chinh vi giac va thinh gidc méi that manh liét: chat
ngot thom clia chiéc banh madeleine & dau ludi. . . Tiéng éch
kéu xa ma nghe nhu ai goi do. ..

Da 30 nam qua, toi an 6 véi nang hdi hoa, cho nén thé gidi
hinh anh trong t6i trd nén qud no né, qua thiia mua. T6i song
vuang gia trong d6, qua sung ttc nén khong con nhé nhung
mot hinh anh cho bang mot mui thom, nudi tiéc mot mau
sac cho bang giai diéu. Vi thé, chi ndi riéng vé am thanh, dm
thanh thoi chir chua phai am nhac, khi ¢6 dip dugc nguoi khac
hién tang, toi huéng thu mot cach é hé.
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Nhu V6 Phién da cho toi nghe tiéng con 6 dém “kéu chdo
choet ddu dd sudt dém truong” (C6 Bong Phat Pha). Mai Kim
Ngoc da cho toi tiéng phong linh “nghe trong ma ron rd nhu
tieng cuoi” (Mot Chat Riéng Tu). Hay Kiét Tan, “tiéng dong
rdn rdt cia bdnh sdt trén duong rdy” (Vuon Chanh Miét Bién).
Tiéng kéu cia mot con chim, tiéng gid leng keng trong nhiing
vo Oc, tiéng “sdm sdp, sim sdp” cta banh xe I(a, cla nhiing
chuyén di trong dai, roi thi tiéng dé kéu sau 10 sudi cti (Van
Gogh), tiéng “vac kéu suom nii trang mo dau non” (ca dao). ..
Va tiéng sdo diéu. Tiéng sdo diéu clia nquoi ban méi “duoc”
nha nudc xa hoi chii nghia chiéu ¢6 dem ra x{ cudi thang Tu
vlfa qua, va an can trao tang chin nam tu. Tiéng sdo diéu ctia
Dodn Quéc Sy. ..

Khu Riing Lau, b9 trugng thién tiéu thuyét d6 so ctia Doan
Qudc S§ gom bon quyén. Quyén thi hai la Nguoi Dan Ba Bén
Kia Vi Tuyén gom hai phan, do nha Sang Tao xudt ban ndm
1964. VGi toi nhu mot doc gia. Chuong Bay clia Phan Mot, tuy
chi ¢ 43 trang nhung la mét trong nhiing doan quan trong
nhét trong bd tiéu thuyét may nghin trang nay.

(...) “(6 tiéng Id cdy xao xdc tu dang xa, roi mot dot gio
khdc manh hon o ao téi nhu mgt doan ém binh trdy gdp vi
mdt nhiém vu khan cdp. Kha vén diing nguyén ché cii hoan toan
bi giong hdt thoi mién, hay diing hon dé cho tdm hén tan vao
tiéng hdt, xda nhoa y niém vé thoi gian va khdng gian. Tuy nhién
chang van cam thdy lanh, cdi lanh cia mgt tdm hon ¢ don.
Hinh nhu chang mim cu®i vi trong cdi vo ciing cd don dy chang
thdy rd chién tranh tan phd gdy biét bao canh doi doi, nhung
mdt cdi gi dé ma khdng gi tan phd ndi la tiéng sdo diéu va nhdt
la tiéng hat kia, TIENG HAT TU LONG DAT, tiéng hdt sdu ddng dc
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nhung la tiéng hdt bat tuyét vo vé an ti su'séng lam cho s song
cang phi nhiéu va bdt tuyét nhu'nd.” (...)

D4 la lan cudi cing Kha ngu lai gitta long qué trudc khi vo
Nam sau hiép dinh Genéve.

(iing vi them khat mot “tiéng hat tir long dat” nhu vdy ma
mua ha ndm 1967 t6i hoan thanh mdc ban nam mau cuc ky
cong phu, goi la Gidc Mong Con Diéu.

Roi mua thu nam dy, mgt dém mua tam ta, t6i ngu lai nha
mot ong ban vong nién goc Bac 6 ngoai 0 thanh phd New
York. Da [én giudng, vdi tay tat den, tinh co bat dugc mot cuon
sach day doc chai vai trang. Toi doc tron cuon dén gan sang.
Doc dén “nhung cé mét cdi. .. ma khdng gi tan phd néi. . .” t6i
khép sach, dat 1én bung, nam ngan ngo. Hom sau, hoi ra thi
dugc biét cuon Nguoi Dan Ba Bén Kia Vi Tuyén 1a clia Nguyén
Ngoc Bich, hoi dy con hoc & dai hoc Columbia, cho dng ban
mugn. VE nha, toi voi viét thu tham “ngudi khdng quen”, gui
vé New York nhg 6ng Nguyén chuyén giao. Kém theo thu, toi
dinh kem mot cai anh mau chup btic moc ban Gidc Mong Con
Diéu méi hoan thanh ba thang trudc.

Dling mung Mot thdng giéng ndm 1968, Dodn Qudc Sy
(DQS) Ian I6i di xe buyt Greyhound tu Nashville, Tennessee
mién Nam nang am lén tan cuc bac Pennsylvania khi ho co
gdy tham toi. Ma dong ving “tam bang” (NY, NJ, PA) dang &
thoi ky khoc liét nhat: bon bé bang tuyét, cé nang van lanh ¢
dd am, con song Delaware nudc thuong chdy xiét dong cing
lai thanh mot vuc sau chét cing. “Khdch” phuong xa nguoi
cao, gay, phuc stic xué xoa, mat vuong, nuéc da ngam den, hai
mat sang, quyét liét nhung hién hoa. DQS da 6 lai vdi toi hai
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ngay dau tién clia nam 1968. Cling dé dén muoi nam sau, sau
nam 1975, toi mdi duoc doc Nguién Nqu [ viét vé DQS:

... “Thdt toi khong ngd ngudi sinh vién Vdn khoa cao cao,
gdy gay, cd cdp mdt u hoai dy sau nay lai di stic kiém luén ba
nghé nding nhoc va bac béo ndi trén (day hoc, viét van, lam nha
xuat ban — VD) ma nghé nao ciing ddnh ddu mét cdi gi. Thé ma
tir chiéc léu con lac long tai trung tdm tha dd, sang cdn budng
chdt chéi co minh trong khu Dai hoc xd Minh Mang, dén gian
nha khiém ton anh tao duoc trong cdi hém duong Thanh Thdi,
muoi nam da tréi qua, ndng né, buc boi, anh van giir duoc cdi
niém tin dm dp trong doi mdt hién hoa, doi mdt ma nhin sdu
vdo, ti ¢ cdm tudng rdng chiing khdng s liia, ma ciing chdng
s0 gid bang.”

Néu t6i doc Vo Phién, ngoai nhiing Iy do “thudn tiiy” van
chuong ra, vi ong la nquai “dao duoc thdt sdu va biét thdt kj
vé y nghia cta su mdt mdt” (Lang Van, s 43 thang 3 nam
1988) thi i lai yéu doc DQS vi mot ly do “trdi ngugc”: dng
Doan la nguoi c mot long tin bao la va sdu sac 6 su ton tai.
Ong Vo nhdn nhe: Con ddy, nhung coi chiing, thét ra chiing ta
da “mdt”. Ong Doan nhan nha: Mét roi nhung xét lai cho ky,
ching ta van “con” Mat con, con mat, hai nha van clia chiing
ta da ldy cdi Iy v thudng va vinh clu cta cudc nhan sinh dé
tang cho chiing ta nhiing bai hoc vé tinh yéu. Tinh yéu cho
qué huong dan tdc, tinh yéu cho tong toc gia dinh, tinh yéu
bang hifu, trai gai. Va tinh yéu cho con nqudi, cho ca nhiing
con nqudi khong “ddng” dugc yéu.

Trong cudn Viét va Song vdi. .. (Ngéi Xanh, 1966), Nguién
Ngu | héi DQS: “To mo mét chiit, anh nhé. (6 nqudi cho ring
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trong cdc truyén ctia anh nhdn vt chdnh thuong dé thuong,
tot, dep, phdi chdng vi ngoai doi, anh da timg chung dung vdi
nhiing con nqudi dé ghét, xdu, hén?” DQS trd |6i: “Khdng phdi
thé ddu anh! Ngoai doi toi co gdp nquoi tét, ban hién, nén toi
cho minh ¢d quyén Iy tuéng héa mét sé nhdn vdt trong truyén
minh.”

Gan day hon, trong Van Hoc Mién Nam, Tong quan (Van
Nghé, 1986), Vo Phién viét: “Khu Rimg Lau phoi bay cdi hiém
dc ctia ché do nay, ot tran nén doc tai no. Thdi do chinh tri ca
tdc gid ludn ludn hién I6 trong tdc phdm. Tuy vdy éng Dodin (...
trudc sau “kién tri theo con duding van hoa”. Ong ché cdi nay
chdng cdi no vi né xdu né dc. Ma dng thi nhdt tam phuc vu cdi
thién cdi my. Thién tdm thién y cia tdc gid téa ra khdp tdc pham:
trong cdc chuyén ctia ng nhdn vdt nao ciing tot, viéc gi ciing co
khia canh hay. Ong bdt luic khéng tao ndi nqui xdu, ké ndi viéc
xdu. Doc sdch dng, thom tho cd tdm hon”. ..

“oc sdch éng tham tho cd tam hon” Ong Vo Phién khéo vi
von. Ma 6ng cting vi von that khéo.

Mot trong nhiing truyén ctia DQS dugc ban doc yéu mén
dong dao nhat la Chiéc Chiéu Hoa Cap Diéu (1960). Két luan
truyén nay DQS tho 16: “Sau nay khi vé viing quéc gia, rdi di cu
vao Nam tdi con trdi qua nhiéu gian lao nghéo tiing va nhiéu ldn
bi khinh ré, nhung di nghéo ting dén ddu, du bi khinh ré dén
ddu, diéu dau nhuc nhdt vdi téi van la chuyén chiéc chiéu hoa
cap diéu, (...). (...) Ciing ké'tirsau ngay xdy ra chuyén dd, thdi
da toi doi véi nguoi doi khdc xua nhiéu. Toi thdn trong trdnh moi
thdi do hep hoi, kiéu ngao, ich ky, sdc canh. Long dé xtic dong,
toi thuang nqgudi nhu thuong chinh thdn minh vdy. Toi thuong
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nhiing em nhé sém phdi lin lung vao cudc doi @& tu nuéi song,
tdi thuong nhiing nguoi ddi khdt ham dn ham udng, toi thuong
nhiing hinh dnh lam Iii mét suong hai ndng, nhiing hinh dnh
ngheéo tiing gidt gdu vd vai, toi thuong nhiing ké thu ddn toc
hém qua, ngdy nay thdt thé ngo ngdc giiia kinh thanh. 0 thé
gidi thuc ddn tu bdn ngudi ta tung vat chdt ra dé giam long linh
hdn; & thé gidi thuc ddn cdng san, nguoi ta phong ta vat chdt
¢ mua ré linh hdn. Cd hai ciing thdt bai! Linh hén nhan logi chi
(6 thé mua dugc bdng tinh thuong yéu rong rdi va chdn thanh.”

Chua hét! Ong da tiing kéu Ién, kéu [én hoai, nhu mot tam
niém: “Chdng ai lam ban duoc minh, ciing nhu minh chdng thé
lam bdn duroc ai dir minh ndm tron quyén hanh. Chi nhiing hién
thdn cta u tdi, cda thién c@n mdi tudng rdng ndm duoc quyén
hanh la ndm ving long nqudi. Hay quay trd vé véi chinh minh
(....) vun xdi tdm hon minh la chudt loc danh du cho ddn téc, la
gieo hudng hanh phic cho dong logi (. . .)" (Tién Kiép, 1960)

DQS nai lén nhiing diéu trén mot cach khei khoai, tinh bo,
ndi ding han cd Ié nén dung mot thanh ngir cta nqgudi Anh,
“with a straight face!” Bi vi 6ng ndi ma khong c6 chit mac
¢6. Bai vi ng ndi vdi tat ca su nhiét thanh clia mt tam long
don hau va mot tri 0c sang sudt. Song 6 mét thai dai ma ngon
ng{f lam phat thé thdm, ma biét bao con nqudi trg thanh hoi
hot, tran trdo, DQS ndi chuyén an 6 thanh bach, vé tinh yéu
qué huang, gia dinh, bang hitu, vé nhan dao va danh du, v.v...
ma khong mdy may e dé, nguong nghiu. Thién nghi ong that
dang yéu 6 chd do. Ong dang yéu khdng phai chi vi cdi cao
thuong, cai phong ph clia tdm hdn ng ma chinh vi, nhu dng
da muon 16i mot nhan vat clia dng trong (i Ddu (1970): “Loi
ong (...) ndi thdt cd Iy, thdt thdng thiét, loi ndi cia nguoi dau
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khd ndi tam nhiéu, 107 ni ctia ké cam chiu biét bao hiy diét dé
duic két Iy mot chuit it chdn Iy trong nhdn dinh. Chan ly van don
gidn nhung chdng phdi ai ciing dé néi lén duoc nd dé xic dong
ké khdc”.

(i ly tuéng cta chang thanh nién trong “Chiéc Chiéu Hoa
Cap Diéu” van ruc rd mt cach hét stic hon nhién 6 nguoi trung
nién va, toi tin thé, ngay ca bay giv, 6 ong lao ngoai sau muoi.
Trong Con Chudt Chir (1966), sau khi nla dém loay hoay mai
mdi dap chét dugc con vat xau xi hoi ham, Kha ding than
ngudi nhé lai hoi di khang chién:

“Mdt sd ban Kha hdi cung tis binh da trdng thudng cd tinh hdi
mia y mudn thuc su'lam nhuc ho. Mét s khdc déng hon dong y
vdi Kha la nhuc ma ti binh khdng lam dep thém chién thdng cia
minh, trdi lai nifa. Riéng véi Kha, tir ngay dy chang dd cé quan
niém: lam nhuc nquoi khdc Ia lam nhuc chinh minh, nhin nguoi
khdc quy luy — nhdt la vi miéng dn, viéc thuong hay xdy ra ¢ trai
tir binh — chang ¢6 cdm tuéng nhu chinh nhdn phdm minh b
sa stit. Bdt cir mat cd nhdn nao, theo y Kha, déu mang tron ven
hinh dnh nhdn logi ndi chung. Tudc doat nhdn phdm cia mét cd
nhdn nado I thuong ton dén nhdn phdm ctia cd nhdn logi” (.. .)

Dén nhu céi chét clia mot con chudt bdy lau pha phach ma
con lam cho Kha nira dém diing chdng cai then ctia suy nghi
van va nhu vay, hudng hd. .. Ma s6 di nhu vy ciing vi DQS la
mot trong s0 nhiing nquai Viét Nam un diic va un duc tdi noi
tdi chon béi c hai nguon tinh hoa van hda Dong Tay. Phat Lao
Trang 6 6ng, duang nhién roi. Dong thoi, ngay c trudc thoi
gian di tu nghiép & My (66-68) 6ng da cd nhitng suy tuéng vé
nhan loai, nhan quyén, vé binh dang xa hoi, binh dang nam
ni, vé gido duc con cdi, rat tién b, rat “hién dai”. . .
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Thang tu vira qua, tai dai hoi Van bt Viét nam Hai ngoai,
t6i dugc nghe luat su/nha van Tran Thanh Hiép, cling la ban
thén lau dai cla DQS, dién thuyét vé y thic nguoi cam bit.
Toi khong nhé rd 16i van, nhung dai y ong Tran ndi rang DQS,
tuy dang 6 tu, 1a mdt ngudi tu do. Ong Tran néi that tha thiét
va that dung. Nhung khi t6i nghe 6ng bao rang DQS van tu do
vi 6ng (Doan) khong khuat phuc trudc bao luc, thi ti lai nghi
rang cd |& ong Tran ndi chua chi ly. Toi thién nghi DQS la mot
ngudi tu do vi dng biét thuong nguoi.

Nhiing ké nhu chinh nqudi viét bai nay va nhiing ai trong
50 ban doc chua tling truc tiép chiu dung nhiing ddn dau nhuc
nha do hoan canh ¢t nhuc tuong tan gay nén, trudc 75, sau
75, nhitng nguoi nhu chting ta ma dam mé& miéng ndi vé “tinh
thuang xda bd hdn thi”, that 6 mot céi gi khdng 6n. Riéng toi,
t0i khong dam néi rang t6i ¢o du tu cach va stic manh dé lam
viéc do khi phai truc dién véi hoan canh thuc tai. Nhung toi
nghi rang, t6i tin rang DQS, sau 4 nam “hoc tdp” (1976-1980),
sau bon ndm giam cam (1984-1988) van khong thay ddi cdi
nhin hudng vé con ngudi clia ong.

Ngay xua, gdp ngoai dudng mot ong tai to mat Ién vdi
nhiing thanh tich xdu xa ma DQS con biét “thuong nhimg
ké thi ddn tdc hdm qua, ngay nay thdt thé ngo ngdc di giiia
kinh thanh” Ngay nay, dau c6 dang cay kho nhuc mdy di nifa,
ong con biét nhin véi doi mat thuong hai nhiing cong t6 vién
dang xia xdi ong, nhitng can bg chap phap dang truy van ong,
nhiing cai tu dang kém gitt 6ng. Va nhu vy, ong méi con tu
do, cdi tu do 0ng tra véi tat cd don dau é ché, ca thé xac lan
tinh than. Trdi tim cda ong van khong suy suyén. Bao luc ¢6
thé uy hiép ong. Nhung bao luc khong cach gi dap nat trdi tim
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ong va dat vao do mét 10 Iira cim thui. Ong chi cdm thu bao
luc, 6ng khdng thé cam thi con ngudi, dau du dé la con ngudi
dung bao luc dé hanh ha dng. Tét ca nhiing ai dang mang lai
khé dau cho dng, va cho gia dinh ctia ong, hay ghi nhan, da chi
trong tham tdm, hay ghi nhan diéu do.

(....) “bdu khdng khi u udt — Con gidng — Mét trdn mua do
xudng cho tri rang ddn — Toi van cd y nghi lac quan thé dé cuoi
vdo moi diéu bac, hén ha, nqu xudn cta doi”. .. (Canh Tay Noi
Dai, 1966)

Trong con 16¢ tan bao cta lich st, ngudi ngudi quay cuong
theo i da xoay bat tan cla nhiing chudi nhan qua oan nghiét
triing tring, DQS ciing khong thé lac vao cai mé hon trén ay.
Nhung tdi cling tin rang, & dau, bao gic, ong cing van la con
nguoi chdng nhiing khong ¢4 toi d6i véi dat nudc qué huong,
ma con la mot ké “chién thdng’, “chién thdng” lay minh, trong
nghia gilf viing duoc tu cach va tinh tdo, trong nghia khong
quén rang dao pha thd va ké td ti déu la nan nhan.

(...) “Da ldu ldm ké tir ngay doi mién Bdc sau hiép dinh
Geneéve, di cu' vao mién Nam dm dp mua ndng hai mia. Huy
khdng duroc gap tiét thu.” (...) “Va hém nay truéc khi doi tdn
luc dia nay, Huy va tinh bdt gap mét chém thu khdc.” (. . .) “Huy
nhdm mdt lai cho tinh thu thém ngom ngap, gié la tdi. .. ta
tdi... ghé ghé lanh, timg dot ting dot, lién tiép lién tiép, day
han chang vao vii tru vdi loi nhdn nha thiét tha va bat luc (cang
bdt luc nén cang thiét tha) nhdn nhu chang héy niu ldy thoi gian
nay, khdng gian nay, bam Idy khdng gian nay, noi tri ngu hanh
phiic nic rd va mong manh: héy niu bdt Idy hanh phiic du la
bdng; hdy niu giit Idy mong manh, du tuyét vong. Su niu gidr
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tuyét vong tu'nd da la cdi dep r& rang nd tung vao vo tdn dé trg
thanh bat digt 61" (Sau My, 1970)

Toi nghe k€ lai rang trong phién x{ ngay 27-4-88, sau khi
cdng t0 vién doc I6n ban cdo trang budc toi “Dodn Quéc Sy va
Ddng bon” “chdng phd cdch mang’, v.v... DQS da c6 co hoi phat
biéu vai doi loi:

“Téi tin rdng ché dé ndo ciing cé hai mdt tét va xdu,
gidng nhu con ngui vdy. Nhdn dinh va phdn dnh cdi xdu
la ciing dé con mong du'oc cdi thién, con mong du'oc tién
bé. La nhitng ngudi cdm buit, chiing t6i cé bon phdn phdi
lamviécdo. (...)

“Néu toa i nhdt quyét phdn xét vin dé qua ldng kinh
ddc biét cda riéng toa, thi tdt ca chiing ta chi con nuéc
ket tudt vao trong mét cdi vong ludn qudn khéng 16i ra,
mét cdi vong ma, thua toa, téi da cé hét siic tranh hoai
réi do!”

Toi ciing nghe ké lai rang Doan Qudc S§ da néi nhu véy mot
cach hung hon ma dung di, tha thiét ma ung dung. Nhu hét
nhiing khi 6ng diing trén buc cac I6p hoc 6 Dai hoc Sai Gon, &
Dai hoc Van Hanh, ma néi véi sinh vién. Ban bi hanh ha, long
toi dau dén. Nhung toi khong khéi mim cudi nhé lai nét mat
dam mé, dam mé ma sang sudt, cia ong khi dng gidng bai
cho hoc tro. Va nhé lai cau van cudi ciing, két liéu cudn truyén
dai Sdu May:

“Lén cao nita phi co chui vao mét viing mdy khéi sdu gidng
man mdc, nhung sao long Huy van voi voi chién thdng? (6 thé
sdu mdy Ién cao thanh niém vui chién thdng!”

“Bao gic chiing ta ciing la nhiing ké chién thdng — Huy tu
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nhd thdm vdy — néu ching ta biét nhin truéc thdy dong ludn
luu ctia su vat.”

Pau ndm 1970, t6i ¢6 gi tang Doan Qudc Sy va gia dinh
mot buic tranh son dau vé trén vai. Chiéu cao hoa pham gan
nhu chia thanh hai béi mot nét co I6n tir ta sang hitu, sang ruc.
Bén trén la khong gian trong vang ménh mong, thap thoang
mot hinh tam giac bac trang lam nguai ngam tranh nghi dén
mot con diéu. Bén dudi, hinh tugng va mau sac chang chit,
dir ddi, gai gdc. Toi ¢6 thu ddn 6ng khi cho vao khung, hay dat
dudi kinh. Ong viét thu phan ddi, bao rang tac gia 1dm cam,
tranh son dau doi nao lai “xu-ve” (sous-verre), ctt dé tran hay
hon. T6i hoi am, bién ho cho su ddn do.

Khi toi nhdn duoc cudn Sau Mdy (1971) mdi an hanh, doc
dén trang 230, toi khong khdi mim cuoi. D4 la phan tu cla la
thu Huang viét cho Huy tir New York, ndi vé co ban nit hoa si
Trdm ma nang rat qui mén. Mgt hom, hai ban gdp nhau, va
nhing gi Tram néi véi Huong thi gan nhu la nquyén van cla
nhiing 16i bién h cla toi vé viéc dan do dong khung bic tranh
son dau:

(...) "em theo Trdm vé studio cing lam com dn. Em thdy
trén tuding treo mdt tdc phdm son ddu ctia Trdm méi vé ma lgi
ddng khung kinh. Em phdn ddi Tram sao lai dong khung kinh
tranh son ddu. Tram nhin em dai lugng, roi giong Trdm thao
thao, dai y:

“Chi ¢d thdy buic tranh ddp v Ié thong thudng? Phdn trén
la bdu troi tim hdng, min mang, man mdc, do la tiéng hat, la
tinh thuong, la an di, la vé vé. Phdn dudi la d6 va, la udt i,
qudn quai, Xt xa, tan bao, tiéng sdt tiéng chi. Néu cdt buc tranh
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lam hai biic thi moi phan sé la mt buic tranh hoan hdo hon,
theo duing ludt tham my thudng Ié: nhung toi da quet ngang
khodng gidia mét duong chdn trdi sdng ing nhu mét binh minh
tri tué, nhu mgt gidy phit trdng than thoai sdp lén. S¢ di toi
ddng khung ciia kinh biic tranh la d€ tao nén mét vi tru xa voi,
chua ndm ldy dugc, chua di vao duoc. Qué huong con khdi lia
tang tocthé'kia! (. . .) “Chi cd biét khdng, néu nhu ngay mai day
ching ta duoc hoa binh trd lai véi qué huong, toi sé mai chi lai
ddy cling udng vdi toi mot chén tra, ciing thdp véi toi mét nén
huang, réi cling gitip téi mdt tay gé kinh ra, ddp cho va vun, va
nhin nhau cd cuoi...”

Blic tranh d6, toi da lay tén cai Chuong Bay ndi trén ma goi:
Tiéng Hdt Tir Long Bdt, I. Tt ngay d6 dén nay, cing da gan hai
muai nam.

Ry vay ma nghi vé Doan Quéc Sj, khi thi séng thiéu trudc
hut sau & nai phd thi, khi thi kho i dén dau trong chén lao
lung, toi van nh@ dén ban trong khi tai nghe tir xa vang dén
mot am thanh cao vit, mgt dm thanh “siéu thanh’, mét tiéng
hdt tirlong dat, tiéng hat sau dang dac nhung la tiéng hat bat
tuyét vo vé an Ui su song lam cho su'song cang phi nhiéu”.. .

U0 BINH

Ha, 1988
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’7“@fthét la Doan Quéc Sj. Ong sinh ngay 17 thang 02
ndm 1923 (nham ngay Mung Hai Tét Qui Hoi) tai xa Ha
Yén Quyét, Ha Dong, ngoai thanh Ha Noi. Thud con la thanh
nién, ong da timg tham gia Viét Minh khang chién chong
Phép. Sau d6, khi phong trao nay dé 16 bo mat Cong san, dng
da roi bo khang chién. Vao ndm 1946, 6ng lap gia dinh véi ba
H6 Thi Thao la i nif cta nha tho trao phiing Td M& Ho Trong
Hiéu. Nam 1954, khi hiép udc Geneva chia doi dat nudc, ong
theo lan song di cu dem vg con vao mién Nam sinh song.

Doan Qudc S§ ¢ hai su nghiép song song la nha van va nha
gido. Ong van thudng ndi rang: “Nha gido Ia nghé, nha van la
nghiép.” Trong cuong vi nha gido, 6ng da day tai cac trudng
Trung hoc Cong dp Nguyén Khuyén (Nam Dinh, 1951-1952),
ChuVan An (Ha Noi), Ho Ngoc Can (Sai Gon 1961-1962), TruGng
Su pham Sai Gon, Dai hoc Van Khoa Sai Gon, Dai hoc Van Hanh
Sai Gon. Ong timg 1a hiéu trudng trudng Trung hoc Cong lap
Ha Tién (1960-1961) va tling di tu nghiép vé su pham tai Hoa
Ky (1966-1968). Viéi cuong vi nha van, dng la dong sang lap
vién nha xuat ban Sang Tao va tap chi van nghé cting tén vao
ndm 1956 ctng véi Mai Thao, Nguyén S§ T€, Thanh Tam Tuyén,
Tran Thanh Hiép, Duy Thanh, Ngoc Diing ma dng van goi la
“Thdt Tinh". Ong ciing ¢6 nhiing bai viét duoc dang trén nhiing
tap chivan nghé nhu Sang Tao, Van Nghé, Bach Khoa, Van Hoc,
Nghé Thuat. ..



Sau ngay Mién Nam that tha 30/04/1975, vao thang Tu
ndm 1976, Doan Qudc S§ cting nhiéu nha vén mién Nam khac
bi bét di tU cai tao. Ong bi giam tai trai Gia Trung, cch thanh
pha Pleiku 25 km, cling v6i nhiéu van nghé si khac nhu Tran
Da Tir, Thanh Thuong Hoang, Son Dién Nguyén Viét Khanh,
Nguyén S§T€, Chée. .. Dénnam 1980, ong dugc tha tu do nho
su can thiép cta nhiéu to chiic quéc té. Trong thai gian cha doi
duoc ngudi con gai dau bao lanh di Uc, ong tiép tuc viét thém
mot s6 tac phdm nifa, trong d6 c6 quyén DI dugc ky véi bit
hiéu Ho Khanh. Ong da gti tac pham nay sang Phap, d€ xudt
ban tai hai ngoai. Ciing vi ly do nay, ong da bi bat lan thi hai
vao thang 5 ndm 1984, chi truéc ngay di Uc vai thang, ciing
vGi mot so van nghé si khac nhu Duy Trac, Duong Hing Cudng,
Hoang Hai Thay, Ly Thuy Y. .. Ong bi két &n mudi ndm ti. Ong
man han tu lan thi hai vao thang 11 nam 1991.

Nam 1995, dng dugc ngudi con trai truéng bao lanh di dan
sang Houston, Hoa Ky. Hién nay, ng dang song tai Quan Cam,
(alifornia.



SO'LUA (Truyén c6 tich, 1956)

U HOAI (Truyén ngan, 1957)

GANH XIEC (Truyén ngan, 1958)

GIN VANG GIJ’ NGOC (Truyén ngan, 1959)

DONG SONG BINH MENH (Truyén dai, 1959)

KHAO LUAN VE CAO BA QUAT (1950)

KHAO LUAN VE NGUYEN CONG TRU (1959)

KHAO LUAN VE BOAN TRU’ONG TAN THANH (1959)
KHAO LUAN VE TAN DA (1960)

KHAO LUAN VE NGUYEN KHUYEN (1960)

KHAO LUAN VE TRAN TE XUONG (1960)

TV LU’C VAN DOAN (Khao ludn, 1960)

HO THUY DUONG (Truyén c6 tich, 1960)

BA SINH HPONG LU’A (Khu Rirng Lau I, 1962)

NGU'O'1 DAN BA BEN KIA VI TUYEN (Khu Rirng Lau 11, 1964)
TiNH YEU THANH HOA (Khu Rirng Lau 111, 1965)
NHO'NG NGA SONG (Khu Rirng Lau IV, 1966)

TRAI CAY DAU KHO (Kich, 1963)

KHAO LUAN VE NGU’ PHAP VIET NAM (1964)

NGUOI VIET DANG YEU (Khao lugn, 1965)

CANH TAY NOI DAI (Truyén ngan, 1966)

POT BIEN GIOT (Truyén dai, 1966)

CADAO NHI DONG (Bién khao, 1969)

TUYEN TAP VAN CHU'ONG NHI DONG (Bién khao,1969)
THAN THOAI AN DO (Bién khao, 1969)

NGU NGON | (Bién khao, 1969)

VAO THIEN (Tuy but, 1970)

SAU MAY (Truyén dai, 1970)

CON CA MAC CAN (Truyén ngan 1971)

TRAI DANG TRU'ONG SINH (Truyén ngan, 1971)
CUIDAU (Tan truyén, 1972)

THAN THOAI NHAT BAN CHAU DAIDUONG, HY LAP, BACAU
(Blen khao, 1972)

THAN THOAI VIET NAM-TRUNG HOA (Bién khao, 1972)
VAN HOC VA TIEU THUYET (Bién khao, 1972)

CON KY LAN CUGI CUNG (Truyen dich, The Last Unicorn
clia Peter S. Beagle, 1973)

Pl (Truyén dai, 1982)

MINH LAI SOI MINH (Truyén dai, 1995)

NGUOl VAI TU’ PHUONG (Truyén dai, 1995)

DAU CHAN CAT XOA (Truyén dai, 1995)

CO BUM (Truyén dai, 1997)
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